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Today the Arab-Israeli conflict remains the world's
central challenge. Israelis and Pal estinians both need
an endtoits bitter violence. So do the global millions
who suffer the collateral damage: ongoing extrem-
ist violence and deep cynicism about international
justice.

In 2002, Arab countries took a bold step forward,
committing themselves to a two-state solution that
includes security guarantees for lIsrael to live in
peace with its neighbors; a sovereign and democratic
Palestine; and a process that leads to a comprehen-
sive settlement, addressing the Syrian and Lebanese
tracks.

The two-state solution recognizes what | have long
argued. For lasting peace, Israel must be fully inte-
grated into the entire region, from Morocco to Ye-
men. But this depends on creating an independent
Palestinian state, whose people are, at last, able to
live in dignity and hope. Unless this happens, there

will be no region-wide acceptance of Israel and no
real peace.

In 2003, the parties agreed on the road map to peace.
The United States and the eight leading industrial-
ized nations were also on board. But the process has
been trapped in an ongoing cycle of violence. Now,
events provide fresh opportunities. New Palestinian
leadership can carry forward the vision of a viable,
independent Palestine by delivering on the reforms
that statehood involves: competent governance, in-
vestments in public welfare, fighting corruption,
tougher security against terrorism and areal partner-
ship at the peace tables.

In Israel, the government can recommit to the road
map and take confidence-building measures that will
refute the charge that its recent policies are intended
to sideline the peace process and further divide peo-
ple. Both sides can now make the compromisesthat a
comprehensive, lasting and just peace requires.

EDITOR'S THOUGHTS

The Time Has Come for the U.S. to
Step-up the Peace Process

Just as important, with its 2008 Presidential cam-
paigns underway, the United States can now refocus
on this critica issue. The world’s most powerful,
most visible democracy has achanceto send astrong
message to the region’s people, especialy its youth -
amessage of deeds, not words. That means fulfilling
the promise of a rebuilt, violence-free, democratic
and sovereign Irag. And in the spiritual heart of the
region, it means leading the peace process and insist-
ing that both sides engage in genuine dialogue and
live up to their commitments spelled out in the road
map - one that President Bush has said could lead to
the creation of a Palestinian state once again.
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Fatina Salaheddine;
Publisher & CEO

At the end of the day, the success of regional reform
depends on a renewed commitment to peace and
progress, supported by a courageous America. That
achievement will bring global healing. Perhaps now,
in amoment shaped by both loss and hope, the time
has come.
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We are pleased to announce that the Al-Sahafa Newspaper Corporation is the official Ohio correspondent to: the Al Jazeera Network, The Lebanese
Broadcasting Channel, and Lebanon’s Future Television. Please stay tuned for future broadcast features and details about our thriving Middle Eastern
Ohio community, to be seen all over the world through these very important international satellite channels.
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Did you know?

Al-Sahafa is published every first Tuesday of each month.
(Exceptions to thisis during the time this office is closed in the

months of July and August).

Online World:

* Voice your opinion and comments on our
“Reader’sForum”!
e E-mail and interact with Al-Sahafa!

Log on & Discover our

* Get updates from your Middle Eastern Embassy!

 Distribution takes two days subsequent to printing in order to
reach the familiar racks/ businesses and postal mailings, due to
Al-Sahafd's Statewide out-reach.

 Discover Al-Sahafa’'s 6 year “ Scrap Book” in
making news!

Mission Statement

ThenameAl-Sahafa means ‘the media’ or the ‘reporter’
in Arabic. The purpose of Al-Sahafa Newspaper is
to provide a bridge of communication for the direct
benefit of the Arab-American community in Northeast
Ohio. Al-Sahafa is open to all personsin any creed, race,
religion, or organization. This publication does not and
will not tolerate any form of Religious Contempt of
Discrimination of country origin in the Middle East. We
areall God’schildren. Thispublicationisunder standably
controversial at times, but its contents sole purposeisto
spark readers interest and attention about the “Arab”
view point on all past and current political, cultural and
social issues effecting our daily lives.
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event, including attorney fees and costs to the prosecuted.
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“1 love you when you bow-in your mosque, kneel in your
temple, pray in you church. For you and | are sons of one

religion and it isin the spirit.”
-Khalil Gibran (Arab American poet)
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His Majesty King Abdullah 1l
of Jordan Addresses the Joint

Meeting of Congress

Washington, D.C.
7 March 2007

“In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merci-
ful.

Madam Speaker,

Mr. Vice President,

Honorable Senators and Members of Congress,
My friends,

Thank you for such a warm welcome. It is an honor to
stand, as my father did, before this historic institution.
Allow me to thank you, on behalf of al Jordanians.

Jordan and the United States have had a long friend-
ship. It is a specia privilege to be here in the year
that the American Congress welcomes its first woman
Speaker, and its first Muslim-American member of
Congress. These milestones send a message around the
world about the Americal know so well, a place where
individuality is nurtured, a place where hard work is
rewarded, aplace where achievement is celebrated. The
America | know so well believes that opportunity and
justice belong to all.

In my days in Massachusetts, | also learned something
of New England virtues. There wasn't actually a law
against talking too much, but there was definitely an
attitude that you didn’t speak unless you could improve
on silence.

Today, | must speak; | cannot be silent.

I must speak about acausethat isurgent for your people

and for mine. | must speak about peace in the Middle
East. | must speak about peace replacing the division,
war, and conflict that have brought such disaster for the
region and for the world.

This was the cause that brought my father King
Hussein here in 1994. With Israeli Prime Minister Yit-
zhak Rabin beside him, he spoke of anew vision for the
Middle East. Their courageouswork for peace received
bipartisan support from your leaders. And there was
tremendous hope for a new era. There was tremendous
hope that people would be brought together. There was
tremendous hope that a final and comprehensive settle-
ment of all the issues would be achieved.

Thirteen years later, that work is still not completed.
And until it is, we are all at risk. We are al at risk of

being victims of further violence resulting from ideolo-
gies of terror and hatred. It is our greatest and most ur-
gent duty to prevent such dangersto our region, to your
country and to the world. The choice is ours: an open
world full of promise, progress and justice for al; or a
closed world of divided peoples, fear, and unfulfilled
dreams. Nothing impacts this choice more than the fu-
ture of peace in the Middle East.

| come to you today at arare, and indeed historic, mo-
ment of opportunity, when there is a new international
will to end the catastrophe. And | believe that America,
with its enduring values, its moral responsibility, and
yes, its unprecedented power, must play the centra
role.

Some may say, ‘ Peaceis difficult, we can live with the

status quo.” But, my friends, violent killings are taking
place as part of this status quo. Palestinians and Israelis
are not the only victims. We saw the violence ricochet
into destruction in Lebanon last summer. And people
around the world have been the victims of terrorists and
extremists, who use the grievances of this conflict to
legitimize and encourage acts of violence. Americans
and Jordanians and others have suffered and survived
terrorist attacks. In this room, there are representa-
tives of American families and Jordanian families who
have lost loved ones. Thousands of people have paid
the highest price, the loss of their life. Thousands more
continue to pay this terrible price, for their loved ones
will never return. Are we going to let these thousands of
lives be taken in vain? Has it become acceptable to lose
that most basic of human rights? Theright to live?

The status quo is aso pulling the region and the world

towards greater danger. As public confidence in the
peace process has dropped, the cycle of crisesis spin-
ning faster, and with greater potential for destruction.
Changing military doctrine and weaponry pose new
dangers. Increasing numbers of externa actors are in-
tervening with their own strategic agendas, raising new
dangers of proliferation and crisis. These are groups
that seek even more division: faith against faith, nation
against nation, community against community. Any
further erosion in the situation would be serious for
the future of moderation and coexistence, in the region
and beyond. Have we al lost the will to live together
in peace celebrating one another’s strengths and differ-
ences?

Some may say, ‘But there
areother, urgent challenges.’
How can there be anything
more urgent than the resto-
ration of a world where al
people, not only some peo-
ple, al people have the op-
portunity to live peacefully?
Thisis not only amoral im-
perative, it is essentia to the
future of our world, because
long-term, violent crisis is
the enemy of al global pros-
perity and progress.

Certainly, our era faces
critical issues. Thereis great
public concern here, just
as in our region, about the
conflict in Irag. The entire

international community has vital decisions to make
about the path forward, and how to ensure Irag's se-
curity, unity, and future. But we cannot lose sight of a
profound reality. The wellspring of regional division,
the source of resentment and frustration far beyond, is
the denial of justice and peace in Palestine.

There are those who say, ‘It's not our business.” But
this Congress knows: there are no bystandersin the 21st
Century, there are no curious onlookers, thereis no one
who is not affected by the division and hatred that is
present in our world.

Some will say: ‘Thisis not the coreissuein the Middle
East.’ | come here today as your friend to tell you that
this is the core issue. And this core issue is not only
producing severe conseguences for our region, it is pro-
ducing severe consequences for our world.

The security of all nations and the stability of our glob-
a economy are directly affected by the Middle East
conflict. Across oceans, the conflict has estranged soci-
eties that should be friends. | meet Muslims thousands
of miles away who have a deep, persona response to
the suffering of the Palestinian people. They want to
know how it is, that ordinary Palestinians are still with-
out rights and without a country. They ask whether the
West really means what it says about equality and re-
spect and universal justice.

Yes, my friends, today | must speak. | cannot be silent.

Sixty years of Palestinian dispossession, forty years
under occupation, a stop-and-go peace process, all this
has left a bitter legacy of disappointment and despair,
onall sides. Itistimeto create anew and different lega-
cy, onethat begins right now; one that can set a positive
tone for the American and Middle East relationship;
onethat can restore hope to our region’s people, to your
people, and to the people of this precious world. Noth-
ing can achieve that more effectively, nothing can assert
America’smoral vision more clearly, nothing can reach
and teach the world's youth more directly, than your
leadership in a peace process that delivers results not
next year, not in five years, but this year.

How do we get there? Not by a solution imposed by
one side. A lasting peace can only be built on under-
standing, agreement and compromise.

It begins with courage and vision. We, all of us, must
takerisks for peace. The Arab states recognized that re-
aity in 2002, when we unanimously approved the Arab

Peace Initiative. It puts forward a path for both sides, to
achieve what people want and need: a collective peace
treaty with Israel and normal relations with every Arab
state, collective security guaranteesfor al the countries
of the region, including Israel, an end to the conflict,
a dream every Isragli citizen has longed for since the
creation of Israel, and an agreed solution to the refugee
problem, a withdrawal from Arab territories occupied
since 1967, and a sovereign, viable, and independent
Palestine.

The commitment we made in the Arab Peace I nitiative
isreal. And our states are involved in ongoing efforts
to advance a fair, just, and comprehensive peace. His
Majesty King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Ara-
bia initiated the 2002 proposal; today, he continues to
rally international support. Momentum is also building
among Muslim countries outside the Arab world. Ten
days ago, in Islamabad, the foreign ministers of key
Muslim states met. They came together to assure Pales-
tinians and Israelis that they are not aone, that we back
their effort to make and build peace.

The goal must be apeaceinwhich al sidesgain. It must
be anchored in security and opportunity for all.

It must be a peace that will free young Palestinians to
focus on afuture of progress and prosperity.

It must be a peace that makes |srael a part of the neigh-
borhood, a neighborhood that extends from the shores
of theAtlantic Ocean, across the breadth of the southern
Mediterranean, to the coast of the Indian Ocean.

It must be a peace that enables the entire region to look
forward with excitement and hope, putting its resources
into productive growth, partnering across bordersto ad-
vance development, finding opportunities, and solving
common challenges.

This god is visionary, but my friends, it is attainable.
History shows that longtime adversaries can define new
relationships of peace and cooperation. The ground-
work for a comprehensive, final settlement is aready
in place. At Taba, as in the Geneva Accords, the parties
have outlined the parameters of the solution.

But we need all hands on deck. The international com-
munity, especially the United States, must be engaged
in moving the process forward to achieve rea results.
Aboveall, we must make our process serve our purpose.
We must achieve an agreed solution to the conflict.
King Abdullah, cont’d on page 5
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COVEr Story

King Abdullah, cont’d from page 4

Madam Speaker,
Mr. Vice President,
Honorable Members,

Your responsibility today is paramount. Your potential
to help Palestiniansand I sraelisfind peaceis unrivalled.
Thisis because the people of the region still regard the
United States as the key to peace, the one country most
capable of bringing the two sides closer together, hold-
ing them accountable, and making a just settlement
reality.

Time after time, there has been progress towards peace
when Americans have actively engaged. Camp David,
Madrid, Wye River: nearly every breakthrough was ac-
complished when America was determined to help the
parties succeed.

On behalf of al those who seek and strive for peace
in my part of the world, | ask you now to exert that
leadership once again. We ask you to join with us in
an historic effort of courage and vision. We ask you to
hear our call, to honor the spirit of King Hussein and
Yitzhak Rabin, and help fulfill the aspirations of Pales-
tinians and Israelis to live in peace today.

Let me reaffirm that Jordan is committed to playing a
positive role in the peace process. It is part of our larger
commitment to global co-existence and progress. Ours
is an Islamic country with a proud record of diversity,

moderation, and shared respect.

Allow me to say, we thank the Congress and the Ad-
ministration for supporting Jordan’s progress and de-
velopment. | deeply value the partnership between our
peoples, and the contributions of so many Americansto
the future of our country.

My friends,

“A decent respect for the rights and dignity of all na
tions, large and small.” That's how President Roosevelt
— the great F.D.R. — described the basis of American
foreign policy. He pledged American support for the
four freedoms, freedom from fear, freedom from want,
freedom of speech, and freedom of religion, every-
where in the world.

The Four Freedoms speech was given right here, be-
fore Congress. And that's entirely fitting. Because it is
herein the People’sHouse, that the voices and val ues of
America have made hope real for so many people.

Today, the people of the Middle East are searching for
these four freedoms. Today, the people of the Middle
East are searching for new hope, hope for a future of
prosperity and peace. We have seen the danger and de-
struction of violence, hatred, and injustice. But we have
also seen what people can achieve when they are em-
powered, when they break down walls, when they com-
mit to the future. And we know that Middle East peace

can be a global beginning, creating new possi-

bilities for our region and the entire world.

We look to you to play an historic role. Eleven
American presidents and thirty American con-
gresses have already faced this ongoing crisis.
For not the future generation, but the genera-
tion alive today, let us say together: No more!
Let us say together: Let's solve this! Let us say
together: Yes, we will achieve this!

No Palestinian father should be helplessto feed
his family and build a future for his sons and
daughters. No Israeli mother should fear when
her child boards a bus. Not one more genera-
tion should grow up thinking that violence and
conflict are the norm.

As Roosevelt also said, “the justice of morality must
and will win in the end.” But he knew that it was up to
responsible nations to stand up for justice when injus-
tice threatens.

Thisisour challenge as well. And we must not leave it
to another generation to meet this challenge.

Thirteen years ago, my father was here to talk about his
hopes for peace. Today, we are talking about a promise
that is within our reach.

We can wait no longer and that is why | am here be-
fore you. We must work together to restore Palestine,
a nation in despair and without hope. We must work
together to restore peace, hope and opportunity to the
Palestinian people. And in so doing, we will begin a
process of building peace, not only throughout the re-
gion, but throughout the world. How much more blood-
shed and how many moreliveswill it cost for thisgrave
situation to be resolved?

| say: No more bloodshed and no more lives pointlessly
taken!

The young boy, traveling to school with his brother in
Palesting, et him have alife of peace.

The mother, watching with fear as her children board a
busin Israel, let her have alife of peace.

The father in Lebanon, working hard to provide an edu-
cation for his children, let him have alife of peace.

The little girl, born in Irag, with her wide eyes full of
wonder, let her have alife of peace.

The family, together eating their evening meal, inAsia,
Africa, North America, South America, Europe, Aus-
tralia, and the Middle East, et them al have alife of
peace.

Today my friends, we must speak; we cannot be silent.

The next time a Jordanian, a Palestinian, or an Israeli
comes before you, let it be to say: Thank you for help-
ing peace become areality.

Thank you very much.”

Kings of Jordan
and Political Events

King Hussein ruled Jordan from 1953 to 1999, surviv-
ing anumber of challengesto hisrule, drawing on the
loyalty of hismilitary, and serving as asymbol of uni-
ty and stability for both the East Bank and Palestinian
communities in Jordan. King Hussein ended martial
law in 1991 and legalized political partiesin 1992. In
1989 and 1993, Jordan held free and fair parliamen-
tary elections. Controversial changes in the election
law led Islamist parties to boycott the 1997 elections.

King Abdullah Il succeeded his father Hussein fol-
lowing the latter’s death in February 1999. Abdul-
lah moved quickly to reaffirm Jordan’s peace treaty
with  Israel
and its rela
tions  with
the  United
States.
Abdullah,
during the
first year
in  power,
refocused
the gov-
ernment’s
agenda on
economic re-
form.

Jordan’s
continuing
structural economic difficulties, burgeoning popula-
tion, and more open political environment led to the
emergence of a variety of political parties. Moving
toward greater independence, Jordan's parliament
has investigated corruption charges against severa
regime figures and has become the major forum in
which differing political views, including those of po-
litical Islamists, are expressed. While King Abdullah
remains the ultimate authority in Jordan, the parlia-
ment plays an important role.

Hashemite Kingdom of

The land that became Jordan forms part of the history-rich Fertile Crescent region. Its known history began
around 2000 B.C., when Semitic Amorites settled around the Jordan River in the area called Canaan. Subse-
quent invaders and settlers included Hittites, Egyptians, Israelites, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks,
Romans, Byzantines, Arab Muslims, Christian Crusaders, Mameluks, Ottoman Turks, and, finally, the British.
At the end of World War I, the territory now comprising Israel, Jordan, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and Je-
rusalem was awarded to the United Kingdom by the L eague of Nations as the mandate for Palestine. In 1922,
in an attempt to assuage Arab anger resulting from the Balfour Declaration, with the approval of the League
of Nations, the British created the semi-autonomous Arab Emirate of Transjordan in all Paestinian territory
east of the Jordan river. The British installed the Hashemite Prince Abdullah | of Jordan, while continuing the
administration of Palestine and Trangordan under a single British High Commissioner. The mandate over
Transjordan ended on 22 May 1946; on 25 May, the country became the independent Hashemite Kingdom of
Transjordan. It ended its special defense treaty relationship with the United Kingdom in 1957.

Transjordan has opposed the creation of the State of Israel in May 1948, and took part in the attack by the Arab
states on the newly founded nation, and the subsequent warfare. The armistice agreements of 3 April 1949 left
Jordan in control of the West Bank and provided that the armistice demarcation lines were without prejudice
to future territorial settlements or boundary lines.

In 1950, Transjordan annexed the West Bank, and the country was renamed “the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan” to reflect this. The annexation was recognized only by the United Kingdom and Pakistan.

In the year 1965 there was an exchange of territories between Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Jordan gave up a
relatively large area of inland desert in return for a small piece of sea-shore near Agaba.

Jordan signed amutual defense pact in May 1967 with Egypt, and it participated in the June 1967 war against
Israel along with Syria, Egypt, and Irag. During the war, Jordan lost its control of the West Bank and all of
Jerusalem. In 1988, Jordan renounced all claims to the West Bank but retained an administrative role pending

Jordan - Brief History

afina settlement, and its 1994 treaty with Israel allowed for a continuing Jordanian rolein Muslim and Chris-
tian holy placesin Jerusalem. The international community as represented in the United Nations considers the
West Bank to be territory occupied by Israel and believes that its final status should be determined through
direct negotiations among the parties concerned on the basis of UN Security Council Resolution 242 and UN
Security Council Resolution 338.

Jordan is a constitutional monarchy based on the constitution promulgated on January 8, 1952. Executive
authority is vested in the king and his council of ministers. The king signs and executes al laws. His veto
power may be overridden by atwo-thirds vote of both houses of the National Assembly. He appoints and may
dismissall judges by decree, approves amendmentsto the constitution, declares war, and commands the armed
forces. Cabinet decisions, court judgments, and the national currency are issued in his name. The council of
ministers, led by a prime minister, is appointed by the king, who may dismiss other cabinet members at the
prime minister’'s request. The cabinet is responsible to the Chamber of Deputies on matters of general policy
and can be forced to resign by a two-thirds vote of “no confidence” by that body.

The constitution providesfor three categories of courts—civil, religious, and special. Administratively, Jordan

is divided into twelve governorates, each headed by a governor appointed by the king. They are the sole au-
thorities for all government departments and devel opment projectsin their respective areas. The Royal Armed
Forces and General Intelligence Department of Jordan are under the control of the king.

The Legal System of Jordan is based on Islamic law and French codes; judicial review of legislative actsin a
specialy provided High Tribunal; has not accepted compulsory |CJ jurisdiction.

L egislative power restsin the bicameral National Assembly. The 110-member Chamber of Deputies, elected
by universal suffrage to a4-year term, is subject to dissolution by the king. Nine seats are reserved for Chris-
tians, six for women, and threefor Circassians and Chechens. The 40-member Senate is appointed by the king
for an 8-year term.
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Community.

AAIl Foundation’s Kahlil Gibran
2007 Awards Gala

The Arab American Institute Foundation’s
(AAIF) ninth annual Kahlil Gibran “Spirit of
Humanity” Awards gala, which takes place on
Weds., April 25 in Washington, D.C., will hon-
or Search for Common Ground, Global Impact
and Archbishop Emeritus of the District of Co-
lumbia, Cardinal Theodore McCarrick. Former
Lexington, KY mayor Teresa |saac will receive
the Najeeb Halaby Award for Public Service,
and Pulitzer Prize winning journalist Anthony
Shadid of the Washington Post will aso be a
specia guest at the gala.

The Kahlil Gibran Spirit of Humanity Awards
recognize individuals, corporations, organiza-
tions and communities whose work, commit-
ment and support make a difference in promot-
ing co-existence and inclusion in all walks of
life. The awards aim to promote the positive
forces of diversity and cultural interaction, and
to showcase programs that foster democratic

and humanitarian values across racial, ethnic
and religious lines.

The award is named for the author of “The
Prophet” whose message of human endurance
and triumph was so evident in hislife and work.
The award further symbolizes Gibran's pride
in his Arab heritage, respect for the freedom
he found in the United States and his univer-
sal love of humanity. The event is supported
annually by a diverse group of corporate and
individual donors and is organized by congres-
sional, honorary and steering committees.

For more information; call the Washington
D.C. office: (202) 429-9210

ADC 2007 Annual National
Convention June 8-10, 2007

The Annua National Convention of the
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Commit-
tee (ADC) will take place June 8-10, 2007

This year’s convention, “Toward a More Per-
fect Union,” will continue the legacy of the
largest annual gathering of Arab Americans in
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our nation’s capital. Thisyear we are pleased to
announce Governor Howard Dean and Senator
Chuck Hagel as two of our confirmed featured
speakers. ADC is aso delighted to announce
that it will be holding the US premiere of the
documentary “Reel Bad Arabs,” aong with a
private audience with Dr. Jack Shaheen, both
included as part of the Convention package.
Additionally, NAACP's Hilary Shelton will be
accepting the annual ADC ‘Excellence in Ad-
vocacy Award’ during the Convention.

For more information; call the Washington
D.C. office: (202) 244-2990
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HUGE HOME
FOR SALE

Westlake, 2-acres, two homes connected
with overhead bridge, 5400 sq. ft. 9-
bedrooms, 4-kitchens, 2-fireplaces, 5
car garage, workshop, 2-laundry rooms,
great condition, PRIVATE, contact: Chad
Chillemi Prudential Lucien Realty

(216) 536-2660/ $325,000
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*Securities Offered Through American Family Securities LLC

B weyew mmlgm cum

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE
AMERICAN FAMILY SECURITIES LLC
6000 AMERICAN PARKWAY
MADISON, WI 53783

1-888-426-5433
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216-916-6000

You Don’t

Metro Lexus

1-800-536-9779
13600 Brookpark Rd.

“ If 1 Don’t Have it,

Mo Amawi
LS5 \oC , . 2°

Want It!”

* We have low, low prices, and great deals on 2007 models.

* Come See the new Lexus LS460L.

* Come see the luxury all wheel drive new Sudan, in our Show Room.

Is the Law

Call the Housing Research &
Advocacy Center if you think you have

* Free car wash every Saturday.

*Bring this ad in for your $500 discount, good towards your purchase.

experienced housing discrimination in
making a housing choice or in your
rental terms.

* Free Roadside Assistance

* 3-Year/ 100,00 -Mile Warranty

* Loaner car w/ major services * First Service Free

216/361-9240
www.thehousingcenter.org
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A New Brand of
Peacemaking?

Demonstrating the “new brand of politics’
he's been promising voters, Senator Barack
Obama answered a question from an lowa
Democrat about the “human rights crisis’ fac-
ing Palestinians saying, “Nobody is suffering
more than the Palestinian people” and discuss-
ing options for increasing humanitarian aid.
While the comments drew some predictable
criticism, they also earned Obama praise from
more than 100 lowa caucus voters-including
Arab and Jewish Americans-who sent aletter of
support to the senator. “As lowans, we have
long advocated a foreign policy that reflects
America’'s values and commitment to justice
and peace,” the letter said. “Your compassion
and support for the establishment of a Palestin-
ian state and the security of Israel are consis-
tent with the positions taken by lowa citizens
for many years.” The letter points out that as
far back as 1988, the lowa Democratic state
convention passed a resolution supporting “the
right of both the Israeli and Palestinian peo-
ples to a homeland achieved through peaceful
means, negotiated by representatives of their
choosing.” It'stime for candidates to catch up
with the American people on thisissue.

(Non) Diplomatic
Letters...

Countdown reported last week on aletter cir-
culating from Senators Bill Nelson (D-FL) and
John Ensign (R-NV) regarding US reengage-
ment in the Arab-Israeli conflict and relations
with the new Palestinian unity government. As
written, the letter addressed the issue of foreign
aid to the Palestinians and went on to urge
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to sever
contact with members of the Palestinian Au-
thority, which would include Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas or any other member
of afuture Palestinian unity government. Re-
sponding to growing concern over the letter's
demands, the senators made changes to the
language, insisting that Abbas had not been a
target. While important, the changes still sug-
gest that US officials should not have contact
with members of the new government. For
their part, the State Department insisted that
they would maintain a positive relationship

with Palestinian leaders such as incoming Fi-
nance Minister Salam Fayyad, who is wide-
ly-respected for his record of anti-corruption
and transparency. State Department spokes-
man Sean McCormack said, “Mr. Fayyad is a
long-standing contact of the[US government],
and a member of the Palestinian Legidative
Council and an official of the PLO, in addi-
tion to his position as Minister of Finance. As
we have indicated, the US will not suspend
contact with individual Palestinians solely on
the ground that they hold office in the unity
government...”

Friends Don’t Let
Friends Bomb Other
Countries

In a must-read piece titled " Talking About
Israel” in Sunday’s New York Times, op-ed
contributor Nicholas Kristoff got it exactly
right. “There is no serious political debate
among either Democrats or Republicans about
our policy toward Israglis and Palestinians,”
he wrote. “And that silence harms America,
Middle East peace prospects and Israel itself.”
Kristoff contrasts the American silence-espe-
cialy among presidential candidates-with the
lively debate inside Israel and credits Jordan’s
King Abdullah for his recent address to Con-
gress. “Though widely criticized, KingAbdul-
lah was exactly right: from Morocco to Yemen
to Sudan, the Palestinian cause arouses ordi-
nary people in coffee shops more than amost
anything else.” Ultimately, he argues, “ security
for Israel will emerge only from a peace agree-
ment with Palestinians...President Bush would
have been a much better friend to Israel if he
had tried to rein in [lIsraeli Prime Minister
Ehud] Olmert [during last summer’s war with
Lebanon]. So let's be better friends-and stop
biting our tongues.”

The Prisoner: Or How
| Planned to Kill Tony
Blair

While stories about Iraq are often found on
the front pages of national newspapers, Ameri-
cans do not often have the opportunity to hear
from Iragis themselves. The new film “The
Prisoner: or How | Planned to Kill Tony Blair”
offers this rare opportunity as Yunus Khatayer
Abbas, ajourndist, tells the harrowing story of
his nine-month imprisonment in Abu Ghraib’s
Camp Ganci. The film is unsettling as it be-
comes increasingly obvious that Yunus (who
was tortured under Saddam Hussein's regime
for hiswriting) is utterly incapable of the crime
for which he hasbeen jailed-aplot to assassinate
British Prime Minister Tony Blair. How many
thousands of prisoners are there like Yunus and
his brothers? In the end, however, viewerscan

find some solace in Yunus' indomitable sense of
humor and dignity and his genuinely affection-
ate relationship with American reservist, Ben-
jamin Thompson, who refers to Yunus as his
“brother.”

Yeah, We’ve Gone
Country. . .

Moveover, Toby Keith, there’sanew country
sensation in Texas and he doesn't just trace his

rootsto Oklahoma-he's Egyptian! Born and
raised in Ponca City, OK, Kareem Salama isan
aspiring country and western singer whose mu-
sic, according to the Austin American States-
men, forges “a path, identifying with much of
what we think defines American culture while
unashamedly promoting his faith.” It seems
that country crooner Alan Jackson was right:
everybody’s gone country-including Arab
Americans.

—
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Lebanese
American University (LAU)
Proudly Presents Our

11th Annual SINARC Program
Summer Institute for
Intensive Arabic Culture

On our Beirut Campus

25 June — 3 August 2007

* Elementary to Advanced Levels

* Lebanese Dialect Available
* 8 College Credits
e Historic/Cultural Excursions
* Make New Global Friendships

$2900 includes: tuition, board & excursions

FOR INFORMATION:
Dr. Mimi Milki Jeha, Director
011 961 547254 — ext. 2132
mimi.jeha@lau.edu.lb
www.lau.edu.lb/centers-institutes/sinarc
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Join the Arab American Institute Foundation for our Ninth annual

Kahlil Gibran

Spirit of Humanity

Awards

April 25, 2007
Washington, D.C.

Award for Individual Achievement

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington, D.C.

Award for Institutional Excellence
Search for Common Ground

Award for International Commitment
Global Impact

2007 Najeeh Halaby Award for Public Service
Hon. Teresa Isaac
Former Mayor of Lexington, KY

Special Recognition
Anthony Shadid

Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and Author

Self-portrait by Kahlil Gibran 1 | 'F

Reception 5:30 p.m. s Black Tie &® Gala 6:30 p.m.

J.W. Marriott Hotel
1331 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC

Tickets: $200 (Students$75) Tables: $2500 (NGO Discount Avaliable)

Tickets: (202) 429-9210 or www.aaiusa.org/gibran
Deadline for purchasing tickets and tables: April 13, 2007
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By Hamed Hamad

| was excited to drive to Cuyahoga Com-
munity College on February 23rd for the
workshop called, “Designing Peace and
Conflict Studies and Programs for 4 Year
Colleges/Universities.” And to add moreto
the excitement, it was a gorgeous Cleve-
land morning; sunny, breezy, and simply
“peaceful.” So | envisioned faculty, stu-

In The News

A Pledge for International Peace:
Why You Should Care!

dents, and friends flocking by the dozens.
In actuality, drop that number down to just
adozen people, al American professionals
from different Ohio colleges and universi-
ties. The low attendance didn’'t budge my
spirit; | was excited to attend this Cleve-
land event. The workshop’s mission called
for enthusiasm and passion for Americans
everywhere. It was designed to give a per-
son asense of duty to learn more about The
United States Institute of Peace.

courses, and activities devoted to interna-
tional peace, conflict, and security.

Paid Advertisement

Pledge, cont’d on page 10

) ] ) The workshop began with a brief, but in-

The speaker, David J. Smith, JD., isase-  formative film that took the viewer from
nior program officer concentrating on sec-  religiously torn Nigeria to the turmoil
ondary, college, and university education. jn |rag. The U.S. Institute of Peace uses
All this, in the name of “ conflict resolution  eqcation to resolve such problems, on a
and peace studies.” For over two decades,  global scale. But the workshop experience
since its inception, the U.S. Institute of pointed out that peace is not an easy thing.
Peace assists and promotes colleges and  And it isn't, but for those who truly want
universities to develop and offer programs, it for the world, peace calls on communal

Have a
“Magnificent”
Day!

People are no longer wishing folks to
have a nice day. Instead they’re saying...
have a magnificent day. Why is this hap-
pening? It's because of Magnificent Mil-
lions, the Ohio Lottery’s exciting new
$10 instant game. There are 8 top prizes
of $1,000,000 dollars and over 70 million
dollars in cash prizes. You can even win
up to 17 times on aticket. And with a73%
pay out...well, the odds are pretty amaz-
ing that you'll...have a magnificent day.
So look for Magnificent Millions, the Ohio
Lottery’s new $10 instant game today.

And don't forget visit www.ohiolottery.
com for more information about instant
tickets, current jackpot amounts, as well as
winning numbers, special promotions and
more ways that you can get access to fun!
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Arab-American Issues

King Abdullah II’s
Challenge to Congress

By: James Zogby (AAIl President)

By any reasonable measure, King Abdullah II of Jordan's
speech before a joint session of Congress was both smart and
courageous. Hetook advantage of being only the fourth Arab
leader given this opportunity and chose to do the unexpected.

Some observers anticipated that he would focus his remarks
on Iraq or on an appeal for more U.S. aid to his country now
providing refuge to almost one million Iragis. He did not.
Nor were his remarks designed to pander or secure frequent
applause. Instead, he focused his speech on a thoughtful and
passionate appeal: the urgent need to resolve the Isragli-Pal-
estinian conflict.

His arguments were compelling. Iraq is of course a criti-
cal issue, but it is not, King Abdullah noted, the core issue
that roils the region. “The wellspring of regional division,”
he observed, “the cause of resentment and frustration far be-
yond, isthe denial of justice and peacein Palestine.” This, he
concluded, isthe “ coreissue...producing severe consequences
for our region... and for our world.”

Throughout his remarks he spoke evocatively of Palestinian rights using words rarely heard
in the halls of Congress. Speaking “as a friend who cannot be silent,” he told of “sixty years of
Palestinian dispossession” and “forty years under occupation,” creating a “bitter legacy of disap-
pointment and despair.” He called on Congress to support efforts “to restore Palestine, anation in
despair and without hope.”

King Abdullah infused his remarks with a moral and political challenge, reminding Americans
of their precarious standing in world public opinion. He noted that Arabs and Muslims often ask
“whether the West really means what it says about equality and respect and equal justice” and
continued by observing that “nothing can assert America’s moral vision more clearly, nothing can
teach the world's youth more directly than your leadership in a peace process that delivers results
not next year, not in five years, but this year.”

King Abdullah went on to describe the Arab nations’ collective commitment to peace as ex-
pressed in the Beirut Declaration of 2002, which supported a comprehensive resolution to the
conflict that included two states at peace with normalized relations amongst all countries in the
region. [This commitment is born out in the results of arecent Zogby International poll conducted
in six Arab nations which found that well over 90 percent of Arabs support a two-state solution
to the conflict].

The King spoke with asense of urgency, making it clear that the clock was running out for peace
to become areality.

As| said, the thrust and content of the speech were unexpected. There was, of course, applause,
and a number of standing ovations. But during long stretches you could hear a pin drop in the
crowded chamber. From my vantage point in a box overlooking the assembled lawmakers, | saw
many members in deep reflection, frequently nodding in agreement with the King's observations.

Some members of Congress with whom | spoke were deeply moved by King Abdullah’s appeal.
Of course, there were those who were not. Comments both critical and banal were issued by some
who have been long opponentsto ajust resolution to the conflict. They will, no doubt, continue to
find ways to obstruct the search for peace.

But there can be no doubt that the King's speech made an important contribution. It has empow-
ered and invigorated Arab Americans and American Jews who want peace and has provided both
with important leverage with which to presstheir case. The speech also provided food for thought
for the still small but growing caucus of legislators who are convinced that the King is right — that
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a core issue of concern, creating extremism in the Middle East
and dividing the U.S. from the Arab world. They believethat the time for asolution is now, before
“facts on the ground” and despair and more violence make such an outcome all but impossible.

Therewill be those who will find fault with the King's speech. Somewill say it wasn’t balanced
enough, while others will argue it was too balanced. But the critics are wrong. King Abdullah
used an extraordinary opportunity to deliver an important message. He is to be commended for
doing so. The search for an Israeli-Palestinian peace is the core issue, and time is running out.
He gave the search for peace his best shot. This is his chalenge, to which al of us must now
respond.

Dr. James Zogby

Pledge, cont’d from page 9

commitments and efforts. The
laid-back ideology of “well my
country is at peace and that's al
that matters’ should be avoided.
Instead the workshop focused on
being pro-active and taking re- |
sponsibility towards understand-
ing peace and how one can help (§
spread it.

Just like the U.S. Ingtitute of |
Peace, | aso believe that what |
happens in one country has or
will affect another country. Or in
Mr. Smith’s words, we have to put a stop to the “island” mentality, being that our neigh-
bors that surround us are bodies of water. Geographically, we are al divided somehow,
but we all crave for the basic thingsin life and one of them is peace.

Speaking of divided borders, for the first time last week, | saw up-close pictures of
the wall dividing Israel and Palestine at the Sabeel International Peace Conference, that
took place in Cleveland Ohio. Farmers are separated from their crops. Cousins are sepa-
rated from their cousins. Kids are separated from an opportunity to learn what is on the
other side. And no matter how many smiles | tried to put on my face and look at ease,

| | couldn’'t be completely at
g ease. Who would be?

Likewise, | ask everyone
| to use the U.S. Ingtitute
of Peace as an example to
pressure your institutions to
follow in similar footsteps.
There is no peace without a
struggle, but its outcome is
fruitful. Go ahead and write
letters to college officias to
offer courses in peace stud-
ies and homeland security.
And Mr. Smith said that we
not only haveto fight terror-
ism, but also understand the
underlying reasons of terrorist actions. Basically, he asks, “What is the source of the
frustration?’ Once that is established, the solution slowly comes into place.

Again, | urge you al to step-up and be proactive, especially when it comes to mobiliz-
ing global peace. Do not rely on neighbors or friends to do the work for you or on your
behalf. Each and every one of usisresponsiblein thisjourney to make our world a better
place to live in. The idea of worrying about conflict resolution only when it hits home
is ludicrous and unjust. As many of us put our heads down to sleep at night, thereis a
child somewhere in the world fleeing war, leaving everything and everyone behind. We
al may divide ourselves according to country, language, religion or race. But there is
no denial that we all belong to once race. The human race. And what better reason to do
something about the world we livein.

For moreinformation on the U.S. Institute of Peace and similar programs, visit the fol-
lowing sites and see what you can do:

WWW.usip.org
Www.campus-adr.org
www.crinfo.org
www.creducation.org

And remember, peace is a beautiful thing!
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Myth #2: Everyone drives a SpO r t S Ccar
with =
" machine guns

in the tailpipes.

We'd like to dispel a few myths about working for the Central Intelligence Agency.
Although high-speed car chases through the narrow alleyways of a foreign city may seem commonplace
on TV, it’s not what the CIA is really about.And it doesn’t compare with the reality of being part of
worldwide intelligence operations supporting a global mission. Of course, there are certain career
choices at CIA that will put you in more immediate touch with world events on an international scale,
or demand that you carry a gun. But our mission is to collect intelligence, and every professional we
hire is part of that effort, whether they work within, or outside of, an office. Driving a sports car is up
to you. But we don’t recommend the machine guns. EOE

For career information, job postings and to apply, please visit: www.cia.gov

2 BN -
-f-' L"J ; “EJ ﬁ ; "4 THE WORK OF A NATION. THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE.
= - — « Wk

[
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Entertainment

Music production company ‘Rota- Egyptian singer Ta_mer Husni has
na’ has announced that Egyptian mlraculously_ survived a near
singer Shireen Abdul Wahab has death experience. The singer
joined their team. The company, : was using the e_Ievatc_Jr at the
which boasts over 120 singers, Nancy AJ ram q:)urrlia(ljllst IUn(ljon in C(:jalfro wht(;n
made its announcement after it suddenly dropped from the
months of ongoing negotiations 2 fourth floor. Tamer was in the
with the singer. ) elevator along with singer Shadi
Shamel and seven other people.

Lebanese singer Elissa revealed
that presently she does not have J _ - : - e
time Ff)or Iovg or any type of in- e . i3 The upcoming film- Tay-
timate relationship. The singer L s o : mour and H_|s Sister,
said that as the sole provider for ; \ i ' starring Egyptlan actors
her family, after the death of her "'l ol i Bins 4 : . Al\/lluna I(iakl_anfd Ahmad
father, she has too much respon- Py ) s pe 3 : Sakka, is facing nu-
sibility on her hands to make a : ] 5 : : merous setbacks.
real commitment. : ; / |

i Lebanese singer Juwana Malah
Syrian singer Ruwaida Attieh has i ¢ is caught in the middle of dis-

denied circulating rumors that r fit s putes between Egyptian music
her recent divorce was caused . tycoons Najeeb Sweiris and

by her mother and her sing- Lebanese singer Nancy Ajram Jamal Marwan after the break-
ing career. The singer stated is currently on tour in the United up between “Melody Music

that ongoing personal dis States. The concert tour is orga- Channel,” owned by Marwan,

putes between her and he

ex-husband had led to the di-

vorce without the influence of
any third party.

nized by “Stars on Tour Produc- from Sweiris’s production com-
tions.” pany.

Lebanese singer Ragheb Alama has an- One of the largest international telecom
nounced that he has ended his contract with , companies has chosen Lebanese singer
the production company Alam El Phan on ' Fadel Shaker to be the star for their
good terms without any disputes. Ragheb ' mobile phones television commercials.
stressed that he refuses to sign any con- The singer has filmed commercials for
tract with a production company and give the company, which are published in
them the exclusive rights of his songs on different Arab magazines and news-
their satellite music channels. papers. The singer had also recorded

radio and television commercials for

the company.

Egyptian belly dancer Fifi Abdo has denied Lebanese singer Nourhanne has completed re-
circulating rumors of her resignation from cording the songs for her new album, featuring
belly dancing stressing that her success nine songs, in which she has cooperated with
as an actress does not mean her giving poets like Ahmad Madi, Ahmad Darwish, com-
up her number one passion. The dancer posers Saleem Salama, Ahmad Barakat and
noted that she only eliminated dancing at Lebanese singer Ewan. The distribution of the
private parties and weddings, but as long music of the songs was by Naser Al Asaad,
as her health condition allows it she will Adel Aish, Osan, Tony Sabba and Rogea Abi

keep on dancing at certain occasions. Adel.
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What To Wear To Work

The alarm clock sounds, bringing you rapidly
back into the world of consciousness, away
from alovely dream. If only you could switch
it to snooze, but no, it's time to shower quickly,
grab some clothes and face the world and get to
work.

If the above is
all to familiar
for you, here
are a few help-

Lebenese
Singer Nawal ful words of
Al Zoughby advice to make

your  morn-

ings seem less
hectic when it
comes to choos-
mg an outfit
for work and
also hints to
shine

and

can

lift before me, and
through the floors it made me reminisce about a holiday |
was on when | was a teenager wearing the same perfume.
So it just goes to show you can never underestimate the
power of ascent.

Perfumes smell differently on each individual and this
is due to our hormones, body chemistry and aso the Ph

levels of your skin.

For example, dry skin will not hold the scent as long

THERE’S NOTHING more
alluring than the smell
of sweet perfume. It's
amazing how
aroma of a perfume
quantum
you back to atime and
place so vividly.

asthelift descended

Fastion € Sty/e

look sharp at that important interview.

When it comes to work wear, think smart but
comfortable. There is nothing worse than look-
ing at someone uncomfortably squeezed into an
ill fitted suite or looking so casual they could be
off for an afternoon of shopping.

Spend just that little bit extra money on a few
quality suits for work and mix and match with
various colored shirts.
This applies to men and women and it will be
worth it in the future.

Preparation is your ultimate friend, (don’t put
off for tomorrow what can be done today).

Here is a checklist to follow the evening before
work:

¢ Assemble your clothes and hang them up on
the outside of your wardrobe (ready to grab).

* Make sure clothes are crease free (this saves
time battling with the iron in the early morn-

ing.

¢ Shine shoes and
place them by the

the and therefore release |ast.

leap

| recently cause permanent staining of the skin when exposed
walked into an tosunlight. If you plan on being out in the sun a lot, I
elevator, Sun- suggest spraying your clothes instead.
flowers by Eliz-
abeth Arden, had With the number of western perfumes flooding the
been worn by the marketinthe Middle East, it iseasy to forget that -
individual in the Europeans learned the art of perfumery from /

as oily skin types. Perfumes are made up of a base note,
middle note and top note and each note releases over time.
Base notes are normally the heaviest of the three scents,

When applying perfume to the wrists don’t rub to-
gether after spraying, this can ater the smell. The col-
larbone is a good place to apply, but be aware of the
ingredients in citrus smelling perfumes. They can

the Arabs. Arabs are very particular about
the quality of the ingredients they use. They
choose only the best and will bring ‘oud’
from as far away as Cambodia and India
Arabian Perfumes are generally classified ac-
cording to one dominant odor. Thefloral group
blends odors such as jasmine, rose, gardenia, lily
of the valley. The spicy group includes arcmas
such as carnation, clove, cinnamon, and nutmeg.
The woody group is vetiver, sandalwood and ce-

front door.

 Arrange workbag and also place by the front
door.

When getting ready for an interview remember
that first impressions are lasting impressions so
keep an eye on your hygiene. Make sure hair is
clean and bow dried, nails are well manicured —
nothing worse than shaking a grubby hand with
dirty nails. Ladies, keep your makeup natural
and minimal.

Remember you're not off to a nightclub. Don’t
forget to add a hint of perfume or aftershave but
nothing too overpowering and last but certainly
not least, smile with clean white teeth of
course!

Lebanese
Beauty
Haifa \\ehbe

What'’s Hot?
Crisp laundered shirts and
manicured nails.

£ 5 f,,!
5 ',?Q‘ What's Not?
L\ Creased clothes, unclean

nails and teeth.

darwood. The oriental family combines diverse notes such
as vanilla, balsam and musk and the herbal group features
the aromas of clover and sweet grass.

The success of Arab perfumes and beauty products
reminds us that scent making is a traditional Ara-
bian industry. The inhabitants of the Arabian Pen-

insula produced the finest incense and oil better

known as ‘attar’ and furthermore, they were and
still are phenomenal consumers!

WHAT SHOT:
Designer sunglasses; Channel, Couch or Juicy
Couture.
Oud oil perfume
Scarf ties on bags.

WHAT ' SNOT

Conflicting gold and diamonds,
Out dated perfumes.

3PERFUMESTO LOOK FOR...
* Vera\Wang ‘ Princess
* Ralph Lauren ‘Hot’
* Anna Sui ‘Magic Romance’

www.al-sahafa.us
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Contributed by Eric Hansen

Severa years ago, in the perfume and incense mar-
ket in the old city of Sana’ain Yemen, | caught sight
of alarge apothecary jar full of wood chips. The jar
sat on a dusty shelf, tucked away in a dark corner of
the stall owned by Mohammed Hamoud al-Kalagi.
When | asked him to show me its contents, he placed
the jar on the front counter and pulled out a chip of
wood. Mohammed called the wood ‘ud (pronounced
ood), a name | did not recognize, but it looked very
familiar. | could hardly contain my growing sense of
excitement as | examined it closely.

Mohammed placed a tiny sliver of the wood on the
end of a lit cige-
W rette. Within mo-
ments we were
inhaling a rich,
sweet, woody fra-
grance that | had
first smelled inthe
Borneo rain forest
15 years earlier.
At that time, | was
traveling with a
/| group of nomadic
| hunter-gatherers
§ known as Penan.
We were looking
for herbs used in
traditional  medi-
cine, but one day
the Penan cut
down a tree and collected pockets of fragrant wood
from within the trunk and branches. They called
these dark patches of wood gaharu. | rubbed a small
piece of gaharu between my palms to warm it, and it
smelled like cedar and sandalwood, but with subtle
fragrance notes of roses and balsam. For years | had
wondered what the wood was used for and where it
was sent after leaving Borneo. The Penan thought
gaharu might be used in Chinese medicine, because
it was the upriver Chinese traders that bought it, but
apart from that, they were mystified as to why anyone
would want to buy those gnarly bits of wood.

Mohammed al-Kalagi, who thought that ‘ud came
only from India, was the first person to help me be-
gin to unravel the long and convoluted history of this
scented wood. He told me it was burned as incense
throughout the Islamic world, and an oil was extract-
ed from it that retailed for nearly $20 agram ($500 an
ounce) as a perfume.

When | told Mohammed that the gaharu collectors
in Borneo considered the wood to have only a modest
barter value, he laughed and recited lines that he at-
tributed to the eighth-century Egyptian jurist and poet
Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi’i:

Gold isjust dust when still in the ground.

And ‘ud, in its country of origin,
Isjust another kind of firewood.

A few days after my visit, | walked through the
narrow streets of old Sana a to the home of Yemeni
friends. The family lived in atastefully restored stone
tower house in the Turkish Quarter, and during the
meal that night | discovered that ‘ud has domestic
uses beyond simple incense: A small chip placed
amid the tobacco in the bow! of the mada ah, or water

Culture Corner
The Hidden History of Scented \Weed

pipe, sweetens the smoke and keeps the pipe fresh.
And athough ‘ud is generaly considered more of
a man’s scent, it is also used by women who place
bits of the wood in a mabkharah, a small, hand-held
charcoal brazier used to scent clothes; it is also used
to perfume hair and skin. My host explained that at
women's get-togethersit would be considered strange
not to pass around a mabkharah of smoldering ‘ud
or other incense so the female guests could perfume
themselves.

“When you walk by awoman on the street and you
smell ‘ud, you know that she is from a good family,”
the husband told me. “It is a sign of wealth, good
breeding, refinement and status.”

Similarly, when Yemeni men congregate, it is cus-
tomary for them to pass around a mabkharah of ‘ud.
Each man opens his jacket and censes his shirt and
underarms, then his face and his mashedah, or head
scarf, if he is wearing one. The mabkharah is always
passed counter-clockwise, and each man wafts the
smoke onto himself and says, “God’s blessings and
peace on the Prophet Muhammad.” * Ud is burned cer-
emonialy at weddings, too, and the oil is sometimes
used to perfume the body of the dead before burial.

In Yemen, the price and quality of ‘ud varies con-
siderably: At an average wedding party in Sana'aitis
considered appropriate to spend about $30 to $50 by
burning 50 or 100 grams (two or three ounces) of one
of the less expensive grades of ‘ud, but for the well-
heeled, 30 grams (a single ounce) of a superior grade
can set one back $250 to $300.

Before | left the dinner party that night, my host
placed atiny drop of ‘ud oil on the front of my shirt
and explained that the fragrance would survive sev-
eral washings—which it did. ‘Ud oil is often placed
on older men’s beards or younger men’s jacket lapels
so that during the traditional cheek-to-cheek greetings
its sweet, woody scent dominates.

Although the southern Arabian Peninsula has been
long identified with aromatics, few Westerners are fa-
miliar with ‘ud, a word that means simply “wood” in
Arabic. This obscurity is partly due to ‘ud rarity and
cost, but it is also a matter of varying taste and differ-
ing cultural traditions. During the Hajj, for example,
Muslim pilgrims from around the world come to
Makkah and Madinah, where many are introduced to
the scent of ‘ud, which isburned in the Great Mosque
as well as in many other mosgues throughout Saudi
Arabia. ‘Ud produces a fragrance that is not soon
forgotten, and
for this reason
smal packets
of ‘ud chips
are a common
souvenir to take
home from the
Hajj.

In various
other  places
in the Islamic
world, ‘ud
is burned to
help celebrate
the important
events of ev-

example, ‘ud is burned on the third, seventh
and 40th days following the birth of a child,
atime when the mother traditionally remains
at home while female relatives and friends
come to visit.

Throughout Malaysiaand Indonesia, ‘udis
called by the name | first heard in Borneo,
gaharu, aMalay word derived from the much
older Sanskrit term agaru, meaning “ heavy.”
The scented wood was given that name be-
cause, indeed, a high-quality piece of gaharu
will sink in water. The Susruta Samhita, one
of the“great three” texts of Ayurvedic medi-
cine, describes how people of the Ganges
plain used smoldering agaru for worship, as
perfume and to fumigate surgical wounds. In
those times, agaru came largely from the tree Aqui-
laria agallocha, which was found in the foothills of
Assam.

In the 16th century, the Portuguese, who were ac-
tively trading in Goa, Malaccaand M acao, adapted the
word agaru to pao d’aguila, or “eagle wood”—which
at least had a meaning in Portuguese, though there is
no connection between eagles and ‘ ud. In the English-
speaking world today, the most common termsfor ‘ud
are aloeswood or agarswood; this last word preserves
aclear link to the original Sanskrit.

The best grade of ‘ud is hard, nearly black and very
heavy. In general, ‘ud becomes inferior as it appears
lighter in tone, flecked with diminishing amounts of
resin. The only truly reliable way to test for quality,
however, isto burn asmall bit and evaluate the com-
plexity and richness of the smoldering wood. ‘ Ud ail
can be taste-tested: Touch a hit to your tongue, and a
bitter taste points to high quality.

Historians are uncertain when ‘ud first reached the
Middle East. There are several references to “aoes’
in the Old Testament, and estimates by historians of
China Friedrich Hirth and W.W. Rockhill put the date
as far back as the 10th century BC. This was when
King Solomon began trade with the south Arabian Sa-
baean kingdom, which was already trading with mer-
chants on the Malabar (western) coast of India. (See
Aramco World, March/April 1998.) Written accounts
of Arab and Chinese travelers and merchants that
mention it date to more recent times, approximately
thefirst century of our era, atime of accelerating trade
among the Arabian Peninsula, the Malabar coast and
China that was made possible by the exploitation of
the seasonal monsoon winds across the Indian Ocean.
At thistime, frankincense and myrrh from Oman and
the Hadhramaut region of southern Arabia were be-
ing traded in the Far East, so it seems reasonable to
assume that areciprocal tradein ‘ud would have trav-
eled on the same maritime routes.

The Chinese role in the ‘ud trade has been signifi-
cant since the Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD 220), when
Imperial perfume blenders used it along with cloves,
musk, costus-root oil and camphor. Like the Indians,
the Chinese named the wood for its density, caling
it cb’en hsiang, “the incense that sinks in water.” In
those days, ‘ud was sorted into as many as 20 dif-
ferent grades. Responding to the increasing domes-
tic and international demand for ‘ud, Chinese traders
ventured into Annam, now part of Vietnam, where
they found top-quality trees in abundance. This new

-

-

source of supply alowed them to become wholesale
dealers and middlemen, and to this day they retain
this position worldwide.

Arab and Persian traders had established settlements
on the outskirts of Canton as early as 300, and a Chi-
nese traveler named Fa-Hien noted the riches of the
Arab ‘ud traders from the Hadhramaut and Oman who
lived comfortably in Ceylon. The Greek geographer
Cosmas Indicopleustes, writing in the sixth century,
also noted that the China-Ceylon-Middle East trade
included large shipments of ‘ud.

In his book Silsilat al-Tawarikh (Chain of Chroni-
cles), Zayd ibn Hassan of Siraf (now in Iran) tells of
the experiences of two mnth-century traders, one Ibn
Weahab of Basra and another named Suleyman. Al-
though they traveled at dlightly different times, both

reported that
the price and
availability
# of ‘ud in both
| Basra and
Baghdad was
much affected
by  frequent
shipwrecks
and by pirate

attacks on
trading ships.
Their roughly
similar routes
| went from the
Arabian Gulf
to the Mal-
dives, Ceylon,
the  Nicobar
Islands  and
then on to Canton by way of the Straits of Malacca
and the South China Sea. At the time, the round-trip
took at least two years, for the traders had to wait for
seasonal winds, and customs formalities and the com-
plexities of doing businessin China consumed agood
deal of time. Hassan relates that in Canton, Suleyman
saw Arab and Persian traders playing a board game
that appears to have been similar to backgammon:
Occasionally the playing pieces were made of rhi-
noceros horn or ivory, but most commonly they were
carved from fragrant ‘ ud.

Reading up on the history of the 12th- and 13th-
century Arab-Chinese seatrade, | also came upon the
Chu-fan-chi, a trade manual written by Chau Ju-kua,
who was a customs officia in the southern Chinese

April 2007 ® Page 14

www.al-sahafa.us



Culture Corner

province of Kwangtung in the mid-13th century. In
the text he mentions that the search for ‘ud had in-
tensified to the point that it was being collected from
Hainan Idland, parts of present-day Vietnam, lands
about the Malay Peninsula, Cambodia and the is-
lands of Sumatra and Java. By thistime, he observed,
it had become an established custom for well-to-do
Muslims to wake up, bathe and perfume themselves
with ‘ud smoke before going to the mosque for the
morning prayer.

In the early 14th century, |bn Battuta described a
visit to Ceylon
where during a
visit to Sultan
Ayri  Shakarwati
he was shown “a
bowl aslarge as a
man'’s hand, made
of rubies, contain-
ing oil of aloes.”
Ibn Battuta also

mentioned  that
in Muslim lands [F
every ‘ud tree

was private prop-
erty, and that the
best trees grew
in Qamara, or

Cambodia.  (See
Saudi Aramco
World, July/Au-

gust 2000.) In

Saudi Arabiatoday, ‘ ud kambudi—Cambodian a oes-
wood—is still usually the most treasured and costly
variety.

Isaac H. Burkill, in his 1935 Dictionary of the Eco-
nomic Products of the Malay Peninsula, described
‘ud in scientific terms. It is an aromatic resin deposit
found in certain species of Aquilaria trees, especialy
Aquilaria malaccensis, whose species name recalls
the days when the ‘ud trade was centered in Malacca
and dominated by the Portuguese. Burkill explains
that the resin is produced by the tree as an immune
response to a fungus (Phialophora parasitica) that in-
vades the tree and, over many years, spreads through
it. It is these diseased sections of the tree that are col-
lected by people in the jungles of Southeast Asia.

To better understand the modern trade cycle from
Southeast Asiato Middle Eastern homes and mosgues,
| returned to Borneo and traveled upriver to talk again
with the Penan tribesmen who make their living col-
lecting ‘ud, which they call gaharu.

The Penan, | learned, recognize seven types of ga-
haru. To collect it they paddle up small tributaries by
dugout canoe, and then climb the slopes of remote
mountains to locate the best trees. A gathering jour-
ney can take a week or more. Once a likely looking

pohon kayu gaharu (a “gaharu-wood treg”) has been
found, they make a series of shallow, exploratory cuts
into its trunk, branches and roots; they cut it down
only when they are persuaded the tree has the fungus
and will yield a reasonable amount of good gaharu.
If the tree contains only low grades of gaharu, they
will often let it grow for another few years before re-
testing it. If they do decide to cut it down, they will
spend days extracting the gaharu and cleaning it with
smaller knives. Traditionally, the Penan used gaharu
themselves to treat stomach aches and fevers, and as
an insect repellent, but now they sell or trade all they
find.

In the back-
waters of Bor-
neo, the Penan
sl the very
best gaharu for
about $400 a
kilogram, or
approximately
$12 an ounce.
| They  usualy
{ sell to locd
Chinese traders
who stockpile it
until they have
enough to send
to  wholesal-
| ers and bigger
middlemen in
Singapore. The
Penan claim that gaharu is getting more difficult to
find because large-scale logging operations have
destroyed many of the hill forests where the gaharu
trees are found. If a Penan group has good luck, it
might collect akilo (35 0z) of average-quality gaharu
in three or four days—but it is increasingly common
for them to return with nothing, or with only the low-
est grades.

Thirty years ago Hong Kong played an important
role in the ‘ud trade, but today the international hub
is Singapore. There, the wholesale business is domi-
nated by Chinese traders who receive ‘ ud from agents
scattered across Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Burma,
Thailand, Borneo, Hainan Island and, most recently,
Irian Jaya, Indonesia. C. P. Ng, owner of Buan Mong
Heng, a emporium on North Bridge Road, is Singa-
pore's undisputed ‘ud king. He tells me that his best
‘ud sells for $5000 to $10,000 per kilogram ($2275-
$4545/1b). At present, the rarest and most expensive
type, known as Keenam, comes from Vietnam; it
must be stored in a cool place to keep its scent from
deteriorating. In Irian Jaya alone, he says, more than
50,000 part-time collectors supply some 30 collec-
tion centers. Throughout the Chinese community in
Singapore, he says, people use ‘ud as incense in the
home, for worship and during marriage ceremonies.
He also explains that it can be taken with
herbs to cure a stomach ache, and that the
sweet smell is a cure for insomnia. “A tea
made from ‘ud will warm the body and re-
store youthful vigor to older men,” he says.

In Singapore, ‘ud is graded in descending
quality from Super AA, which is weighed
out on ajeweler’'s scale, to Super A, Super,
and lesser grades numbered 1 through 8.
The lowest quality, called kandulam in Ma-
lay, is used to make incense sticks; it sells
for roughly three cents a gram ($1 per 0z).
The value of ‘ud shipped out of Singapore
each year has been estimated to exceed $1.2
billion.

In the Middle East and in Borneo | never

saw more than small amounts of ‘ud,
amounting to a few pounds at most,
but Singapore was different. There |
visited the Nk Kittai warehouse, where
cardboard boxes packed with ‘ud
reached tall ceilings and wheelbarrows
and shovels were the tools of choice
to move quantities that perfumed the
entire surrounding neighborhood. The
owner, C. F. Chong, waited on buyers
from India, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Oman and even Japan.
In Japan, ‘ud is used in a complex fra-
grance guessing game called koh-do,
part of the ceremonia appreciation of
incense adopted from the Chinese, who
still use the expression wenxiang, “lis-
tening to the incense.”

The fragrance in the hot warehouse
was overpowering, and as | wandered
the narrow aisles surrounded by a fortune in scented
wood, | saw ‘ud logs as thick as my thigh and near-
ly three meters (10') long. Workers sat on the floor
cleaning up pieces of ‘ud with modified rubber-tap-
ping knives. When | remarked that it must be a risk
to store so much ‘ud in one place, Chong replied that
he, like other dealers, kept his very best ‘ud locked
up in vaults.

Qut on the warehouse floor, buyers specified the
type of ‘ud they wanted by region and quality, and
then aworker would dump apile at the buyer’sfeet so
that he could hand-select the individual pieces. “This
is an on-the-spot business,” said Chong. “Each piece
has to be evaluated.”

Each buyer’s selection was weighed, and as all of
the buyers that morning were old customers, only a
minimal amount of haggling led to an agreement on a
price. Nobody, it seemed, bought more than he could
easily carry by hand, and each parcel was
tied up for stowage as in-flight baggage.
The visits concluded with tea and soft
drinks in Chong's air-conditioned office.

Before leaving Singapore, | went to
visit Hgji V. Syed Mohammed. His shop,
V. S. S. Varusal Mohamed & Sons, isjust
across the street from the Sultan Mosque.
Thestoresells‘ ud, perfume, money belts,
cassette tapes, shawls, skull caps and
highly decorative incense burners made
in Bangladesh. While we were talking,
he told me of one of the most renowned
‘ud dealersin Dubai, in the United Arab
Emirates: Ajmal’s Perfume Manufactur-
ing & Oudh Processing Industry. It was
a fortuitous meeting, for Dubai was my
next stop.

In Dubai, there are entire streets lined |[LEAHHE

with shops selling ‘ud. Among them,

the family-run Ajma company is one of the larg-
est dealers in pure and blended ‘ud perfumes in al
of the Middle East. From their 22 shops throughout
the Arabian Peninsula, they sell ‘ud oils from Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam, and their most ex-
travagant creation is a blend of aged ‘ud oils called
Dahnal Oudh a-Moattag. The price: $850 for a 30-
gram (1-0z) bottle. Thisis out of the reach of all but
the most affluent, but nearly everyone can afford to
buy modest amounts of ‘ud chips for daily use, ritu-
a s and ceremonies—which might include driving, for
Dubai automotive shops sell clip-on electric braziers
that plug into acar’s cigarette lighter.

Because of the popularity of ‘ud, its high price and
the difficulty of collecting it from the wild, severa

]
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companiesin peninsular Malaysia and India have be-
gun to look into the possibility of artificially intro-
ducing the ‘ud fungus into Aquilaria trees in hopes
of creating commercial ‘ud plantations. Thousands of
trees have been inocul ated with the fungus and people
are waiting to see if the ‘ud will start to grow, and if
perhaps they can even harvest it without cutting down
thetree.

Nearly a year after my visits to Singapore and
Dubai, another trip took me back to Borneo. | ran
into a group of Penan friends at the riverside shop of
Towkay Yong Khi Liang, a Hakka Chinese trader on
the upper Limbang River in Sarawak. The Penan had
just traded akilo of low-quality ‘ud for afew sacks of
sago flour, a replacement part for a chainsaw, some
cartons of tinned food, some rolling tobacco, severa
pairs of cheap tennis shoes and soft drinks for every-
one present.

As we stood on the dock, the Penan asked me if |

AT AT

had ever found out what the peoplein the Middle East
did with the gaharu. | told them what | had discovered
about the history of itstrade, and then | explained the
long and complicated journey it makes before arriv-
ing on the other side of the world. | described the net-
works of middiemen, the refined grading techniques
and the marketing efforts that multiplied the price 25
times or more before it reached the final customer.
They listened patiently to these facts, but what they
really wanted to find out was what people did with the
wood after spending so much money on it.

| suspected that they wouldn’t believe me, but | had
to reveal the astonishing truth: | told them people buy
‘ud so that they can take it home and burn it.
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Eye On Middle East

French Pres. Jacques Chirac retires

After 4 decades, French President
Jacques Chirac retires from Elected
office

PARIS (AP) - Jacques Chirac, ad-
mired during 12 years as president of
France, leaves a legacy as mixed and
ambiguous as the man himself.

Aswidely expected, the French lead-
er announced that he will not seek a
third term in presidential electionsin 4

weeks. In a televised address, Chirac
said he would find new ways to serve
his country after leaving office: “ Serv-
ing France, and serving peace, iswhat |
have committed my wholelifeto.”

Over the years, Chirac has pulled
some surprises and has kept France
guessing as long as possible about
whether he will run again - seemingly
to avoid becoming a lame duck too
soon.

* To the Lebanese, President Jacques
Chirac will aways be remembered as
close strong friend of former Lebanese
Prime Minister Shaikh Rafig Al-Hariri.
Hariri was well regarded among inter-
national leaders, counting Chirac ashis
close friend, and enjoying the record of
being the political figure most often re-
ceived by the French President. Chirac
was one of the first foreign dignitaries
to offer condolences to Hariri’'s widow
in person at her home in Beirut, after the
shocking assasination of Prime Minister
Rafiq Al-Hariri.

Making a Difference In Palestine, Israel
and the Middle East - Part |l

By Joanne McKenna

In the March issue of Al Sahafa we reported on com-
ments made by some of the speakers at the conference
which took place on February 16 and 17, 2007 at the
S. Joseph Center in Cleveland, Ohio. Coordinated
by Jeff Abood of the Interfaith Council for Peace in
the Middle East and by Brian Fry of the Congrega-
tion of St. Joseph, the conference was hosted by Sa-
beel and 28 cosponsoring organizations.

The word “ Sabeel” , we explained, isArabic for “the
way, achannel, or aspring of life-giving water.” Sa-
beel is the “Voice of Palestinian Christians, an ecu-
menical liberation theology movement which strives
to develop a spirituality based on love, justice, peace,
nonviolence, liberation and reconciliation for the dif-
ferent national and faith communities.”

The Interfaith Council for Peace in the Middle East
isafaith based nonprofit organization which believes
that “all three Abrahamic faiths — Judaism, Christian-
ity and Islam —, affirm the sanctity and equal value of
al human life...believe in the universality of human
rights which are endowed by God regardless of color,
race, religion or nationality...and affirm that any true,
lasting and just peace must be based on these com-
mon principles.”

The conference was sold out with a waiting list of
over 130 people who also wanted to attend but found
the seating limited to about 300 participants. There
were nearly two dozen panelists from the U.S., Pal-
estine and Israel who took part in nearly two dozen
panels, workshops and addresses.

The conference was so large and so important that
it was impossible to cover it al in one article. This
month we will report on comments made by three
additional speakers and panelists.

Brother David Carroll, ES.C., Ph.D, Under-Secre-
tary General of Catholic Near East Welfare Associa-
tion (CNEWA), the Papal Relief Agency in the Holy
Land, noted that CNEWA was founded in 1926 by
Pope Pius X| with the mandate to support the Eastern
Catholic churches and to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to those in need, without regard to nationality

or creed.

Brother Carroll said that the Vatican pays specid at-
tention to the Holy Land and favors religious co-ex-
istence. He noted, “The holy places are monuments
which exist because living communities keep their
meaning alive.”

“The Church is not involved in the conflict and does
not take sides but seeks justice in order to find God's
peace.”

He said, “Christians are a minority in our birthplace.
Of Israel’s 7 million people, 144,000 are Christians
and, of them, 118,000 are indigenous Christians. The
population of the West Bank is 3 million, of whom
50,000 are Christian.”

Brother Carroll spoke of the suffering of the Palestin-
iansand reported that the separation wall keeps Pales-
tinians from employment, medical care, schools and
churches. Unemployment in the West Bank ranges
from 40-60% due, in large measure, to the economic
embargo on the Palestinians because of their vote for
Hamas in the recent elections.

“Two-thirds of the Christian Palestinians have fled
the area. At Bethlehem University there are 2500
students but there are no jobs for graduates.”

He reported on the destitution of Gaza and said that
the population of Gaza doubles every six years and
that the water in the aquifers is spoiled, contributing
to ill health. There are no natural resources in Gaza
and Israel controlsthe air, land and sea.

Brother Carroll said, “ Theissuesraised are symptoms
of the larger issues. The international community
must use its good offices for a balanced approach to
peace based on the two-state sol ution, but the “ bantu-
stans’ Israel has created in the West Bank make the
two-state solution difficult.”

Dr. Donad E. Wagner, Professor of Religion and
Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies
at North Park University in Chicago, explained that
Evangelical Christians are the fastest growing move-
ment globally. The Fundamentalists are the right-

wing of Evangelicas
and are creating new
churches in the Middle
East which are not con-
nected to mainstream
Christianity and which
practice extreme Is
lamophobia. The Fun-
damentalists continue to
organize across the U.S.
to lobby for arms for
Israel against the Leba
nese and Palestinians.
“To them, Islam is the
enemy.”

Dr. Wagner remarked
that, athough he is an
Evangelical  Christian,
he is “from the Jimmy
Carter school of Evan-
gelicals”

He reported that 50% of Irag’'s Christians have fled
their homeland due to the continuing violence.

Corinne Witlatch, Executive Director of Churches
for Middle East Peace (CMEP), a Washington-based
codlition of 21 Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant
denominations and church organizations, stated that
CMEP began in 1984 out of the conviction that the
“policy perspectives and long Middle East experi-
ence of our member bodies should be more widely
known in the public policy arena.” CMEP therefore
seeks to “maintain an on-going dialogue with Con-
gress, the Administration and the diplomatic com-
munity to advance our concerns, assessments and
advocacy positions.”

CMEP “seeks to help the members of our organiza-
tions advocate, in aknowledgeable, timely and effec-
tive way, their concerns about justice and peace for
all people and countriesin the region.” Among those
concerns are “the avoidance and resolution of armed
conflicts, human rights, arms control, foreign aid, and
the unique nature of Jerusalem “ sacred to Christians,
Jews and Muslims.”

legislators about the concerns of peacemaking and
said that the status of Jerusalem was “central to peace
and reconciliation because of what it means to three
religions.”

SOME RESOURCES FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE

Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA)
1011 First Avenue

New York, NY 10022-4195
Telephone 212-826-1480 800-442-6392 (toll free)
Fax 212-826-8979

http://www.cnewa.org

Churches for Middle East Peace
110 Maryland Ave., NE #311
Washington, DC - 20002
Telephone 1-202-543-1222
http://www.cmep.org/

Friends of Sabeel — North America
P.O. Box 9186

Portland, Oregon 97207

http:// www. Fosna.org

Interfaith Council for Peace in the Middle East,
Northeast Ohio
http://www.middleeastinterfaith.org
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Eye On Middle East

Iragi Planning Minister
Discusses the Proposed
Oil Law and National
Reconciliation

“The will of Iraqgis to live is stronger than the
will of the terroriststo die.”

Washington, DC — At a private luncheon host-
ed by the National U.S.-Arab Chamber of Com-
merce (NUSACC), H.E. Ali Baban, Irag’'s Minis-
ter of Planning, received a warm welcome from
high-level representatives of the U.S. business S
community and the U.S. Government. '

Baban's remarks were candid, yet upbeat. “We
don’'t want to hide the fact that we are living in
hard times now,” he said, “but | want to empha-
size that despite these hard times, we are continu-
ing our work.”

“| think our success in security will reveal success for
our projects and our political and economic future.”

2

NUSACC

Iragis according to the population numbers and not by any other criteria. Thislaw en- .
courages Irag unity, and if the law is ratified by Parliament, it will be a great achieve- .

news. we are about to approve a new oil law that will

states that the oil revenues will be distributed to all .

ment.”

Baban discussed issues affecting the progress of the -«
government’s initiatives, including the delay in form- -
ing a government in 2006 and the security challenges .
impeding implementation of certain projects. He said, .

On the minds of many in the oil industry has been .
Iraq’'s proposed oil law. Baban noted, “We have good .

play a great role in nationa reconciliation. The law .

Dubal

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates — Oil services giant
Halliburton Co. will soon shift its corporate headquar-
tersfrom Houston to the Mideast financial powerhouse
of Dubai, chief executive Dave Lesar announced.

“Halliburton is opening its corporate headquarters in
Dubai while maintaining a corporate office in Hous-
ton,” spokeswoman Cathy Mann said in an e-mail to
. The Associated Press. “The chairman, president and
. CEO will office from and be based in Dubai to run the
company from the UAE.”

Lesar, speaking at an energy conference

. in nearby Bahrain, said he will relocate to

. Dubai from Texas to oversee Halliburton's
. intensified focus on business in the Mideast and energy-hungry Asia, home to some of
the world’s most important oil and gas markets.

“As the CEO, I'm responsible for the global business of Halliburton in both hemi-
: spheresand | will continue to spend quite abit of timein an airplane as| remain attentive
. to our customers, shareholders and employees around the world,” Lesar said. “ Yes, | will
. spend the majority of my timein Dubai.”

. Lesar’sannouncement appearsto signal one of the highest-profile moves by aU.S. cor-
: porate leader to Dubai, an Arab boomtown where free-market capitalism has been paired
¢ with some of the world’s most liberal tax, investment and residency laws.

*  “The eastern hemisphere is a market that is more heavily weighted toward oil explora-
+ tion and production opportunities and growing our business here will bring more balance
¢ to Halliburton's overall portfolio,” Lesar said.

¢ In 2006, Halliburton _ once headed by Vice President Dick Cheney earned profits of
* $2.3 billion on revenues of $22.6 billion.

Addressing concerns about the U.S. military presence in Irag, the minister noted, “We .

are very proud to have such friends who understand our situation. While there are dif-

ferences about the military presence of the U.S. in Iraq, | think that human and business
relations can replace the military presence.” He continued, “\We have a great opportunity

to strengthen our relations, and gatherings like this one of Iragi and U.S. businessmenis .

the best means.”

David Hamod, President and CEO of NUSACC, praised Minister Baban for his candor
about how the Iragi government is intending to overcome security problems. “He gave

us hope today that thereis light at the end of the tunnel,” said Hamod. “It is clear that :
thereis a very important role for our two business communities to play in Irag's recon- .
struction, and we look forward to supporting our lragi counterparts in their efforts to .

rebuild the nation through commerce.”

Concluded Baban, “The will of Iragisto live is stronger than the will of the terrorists .

todie”

More than 38 percent of Halliburton’s $13
billion oil field services revenue last year
stemmed from sources in the eastern hemi-
sphere, where the firm has 16,000 of its 45,000
employees.

¢4

-

Cheney was Halliburton’s chief executive
from 1995-2000 and the Bush administration
has been accused of favoring the conglomer-
ate with lucrative no-bid contractsin Iraqg.

: Federal investigators last month alleged Hal -
+ liburton was responsible for $2.7 billion of the $10 billion in contractor waste and over-
+ chargingin Irag.

:Halliburton last month announced a 40-percent decline in fourth-quarter profit, despite
+ heavy demand for its il field equipment and personnel.
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Easter, the principal festival of the
Christian church year, celebrates the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ on the
third day after his Crucifixion. The ori-
gins of Easter date to the beginnings of
Christianity, and it is probably the old-
est Christian observance after the Sab-
bath (originally observed on Saturday,
later on Sunday). Later, the Sabbath
subsequently came to be regarded as
the weekly celebration of the Resur-
rection.

Spinitual

History Of Easter

to use the name Easter for this holiday
so that it would match the name of the
old spring celebration. This made it
more comfortable for other people to
accept Christianity.

But it is pointed out by some that the
Easter festival, as celebrated today, is
related with the Hebrew tradition, the
Jewish Passover. This is being cel-
ebrated during Nisan, the first month
of the Hebrew lunar year. The Jewish

Passover under Mo-

Meanwhile, many
of the cultura his-
torians find, in
the celebration of
Easter, a conver-
gence of the three
traditions - Pagan,

Easter Sunday April 8, 2007

Ash Wednesday is February 21st
Palm Sunday is April 1st

Good Friday is April 6th

Easter Sunday is April 8th

Ses commemorates
Israel’s deliverance

from about 300
years of bondage in
Egypt.

Itwasinduringthis
Passover in 30 AD

Hebrew and Chris-
tian.

According to St. Bede, an English
historian of the early 8th century, Eas-
ter owes its origin to the old Teutonic
mythology. It was derived from the
name Eostre, the Anglo-Saxon goddess
of spring, to whom the month of April
was dedicated. The festival of Eostre
was celebrat-
ed at the ver-
nal equinox,
when the day
and  night
gets an equal
share of the
day.

The Eng-
lish name
“Easter” is
much newer. |§
When the
early English |
Christians |4
wanted oth-
ers to accept
Christianity,
they decided

Christ was crucified
under the order of the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate as the then Jewish high
priests accused Jesus of “blasphemy”.
The resurrection came three days later,
on the Easter Sunday. The early Chris-
tians, many of them being brought up
in Jewish tradition regarded Easter as
anew feature of the Pascha (Passover).
It was observed
in memory of
the advent of
the Messiah, as
foretold by the
prophets. And it
iS eguanimous
with the proc-
lamation of the
resurrection.
Thus the early
Christian Pass-
over turned out
to be a unitive
| celebration in
memory of the
passion-death-
resurrection of
Jesus. How-
ever, by the 4th

century, Good Friday came
to be observed as a separate
occasion. And the Pascha
Sunday had been devoted
exclusively to the honor of
the glorious resurrection.

Throughout the Christendom

the Sunday of Pascha had be-

come a holiday to honor Christ.

At the same time many of the pagan
spring rites came to be a part of its cel-
ebration. May be it was the increasing
number of new converts who could not
totally break free of the influence of
pagan culture of their forefathers.

But despite all the influence there
was an important shift in the spirit.
No more glorification of the physical
return of the Sun God. Instead the em-
phasis was shifted to the Sun of Righ-
teousness who had won banishing the
horrors of death for ever.

The Feast of Easter was well estab-
lished by the second century. But there
had been dispute over the exact date
of the Easter observance between the
Eastern and Western Churches. The
East wanted to have it on a weekday
because early Christians observed
Passover every year on the 14th of
Nisan, the month based on the lunar
calendar. But, the West wanted that
Easter should always be a Sunday re-
gardless of the date.

To solve this problem the emperor
Constantine called the Council of Ni-
caea in 325. The question of the date
of Easter was one of its main concerns.
The council decided that Easter should
fal on Sunday following the first full
moon after the vernal equinox. But fix-
ing up the date of the Equinox was il
aproblem. The Alexandrians, noted for
their rich knowledge in astronomical
calculations were given the task. And
March 21 was made out to be the per-

fect date for spring equinox.

The dating of Easter today follows
the same. Accordingly, churchesin the
West observe it on the first day of the
full moon that occurs on or following
the Spring equinox on March 21., it be-
came a movable feast between March
21 and April 25.

Still some churches in the East ob-
serve Easter according to the date of
the Passover festival. The prepara
tion takes off as early as on the Ash
Wednesday from which the period of
penitence in the Lent begins. The Lent
and the Holy week end on the Easter
Sunday, the day of resurrection.

1
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Eye On Middle East

Secret Talks with Syria:

Just the Beginning

Contributed from The Israel Policy
Forum
By Dr. Alon Liel.

Dr. Alon Liel is the former Director General
of Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Is-
raeli Ambassador to South Africa. In a series
of secret meetings between September 2004 and
July 2006, Israelis —led by Dr. Liel —and Syr-
ians, led a Syrian-American businessman lbra-
him (Abe) Soliman, formulated under standings
for a peace agreement between the two coun-
tries. Laying out the “ unofficial” frameworkin
a “non-paper”, Dr. Liel, and his counterparts
recommended that:

1. Israel will withdraw fromthe Golan Heights
toits pre-1967 borders within 5-15 years;

2. A large portion of the Golan Heights will
become a demilitarized “ peace park” under
Syrian sovereignty; no one will live in the park,
but Israelis can visit without visas or Syrian ap-
proval.

3. Syria will stop supporting Hamas and
Hezbollah, distance itself
from Iran, and make efforts
to bring peaceto Irag.

LEBANON

Since the details of the
“ non-paper” were released
to the press last month, no
progress has been made to
revive the talks on an offi-
cial level.

Line of
Idune 4, 1967

.._.-v""'“\_'

ISRAEL

The following is a sum-
mary of Dr. Liel’s conversa-
tion with an IPF audience.

| think Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert is making a mistake in not pursu-
ing talks with Syria.

Intoday’s Isragli political scene, itispossible
for a Prime Minister to stand up and say: “I'm
going to test the Syriaoption and seeif Assad is
ready to make adea.” The “Golan lobby” that
will resist adeal with Syriais not as overpower-
ing as everyone thinks (for ideological settlers,
thereal goal isto prevent awithdrawal from the
West Bank), and there isareal desire for politi-
cal movement on peace talks.

| don’t think an initiative will cause a lot of
political damage to the Prime Minister. So it's
very difficult to understand the Prime Minister's
real reason for resisting talks with Syria based

on our proposals. It could be a request from
the United States asking Israel to further isolate
Syria, or it could just be that Olmert does not
believe Syriais serious.

Nevertheless, if Ehud Olmert decides that he
is ready to test Syrian intentions, the meeting
can take place tomorrow. Asfar as the content
of the meeting, that will be a bit trickier. The
Prime Minister needs to understand that Israel
can be the big winner in a deal that breaks the
Syria-lran marriage of convenience. Hemust be
strong enough to walk into the meeting and tell
the Syrians: “We are ready to negotiate if you
are ready to dramatically change your strategic
orientation [away from Iran]. And if, at theend
of the process, you have changed camps, the
sovereignty of the Golan will be yours.”

Under these conditions, | believe we can con-
clude an agreement with Syriawithin four to six
months. But it requires political courage, and |
don’t know if Olmert iswilling to do it.

The Prime Minister is overwhelmed with a
slew of internal investigations — on issues from
criminal malfeasance to military incompetence
in the war in Lebanon —
and he does not have for-
mer Prime Minister Ariel

GOLAN Sharop’s abil?ty to fgrge

HEIGHTS new diplomatic initiatives
{ while mired in domestic
G scandal. Olmert doesn’t
have an agenda at the mo-
1923 International

ment.
BouRdoey As a result, | don't

i see him testing Syrias
/IORDAN willingness to talk, but,
ironicaly, I think it would
work in his favor paliti-
caly if hedid. Thelsragli
public is eager to have aforeign policy agenda,
and no one likes the way lIsrael is perceived
abroad. Therecent BBC poll that found that Is-
rael was the most negatively-viewed country in
the world was disturbing to people here.

We are losing the international goodwill that
Sharon accumulated with the disengagement
from Gaza almost two years ago. | expect that
Europe will soon start dealing with the new
Palestinian unity government, and the pressure
on Israel to take diplomatic steps will rise. If
Olmert has the vision to do something about it,
he can preempt any pressure by opening up a
process to test Syria'sintentions.

Syria’s Motives

It's easy to question Syria’'s motives in talks,
and they don’t hide the fact that one of the main
reasons they want to talk to usisto relieve the
pressure on them from Washington. President
Assad wants to change the American posi-
tion on Syria; the American pressure on Syria
—inthe form of economic sanctions, diplomatic
pressure from the UN, downgraded political re-
lations, etc —is very painful, especially in con-
junction with added pressure from France after
the Hariri assassination.

But Israel has a lot to gain from successful
negotiations. The Syrian representativestold us
time and again that their alliance with Iran is
unnatural, but they maintain friendly relations
with the Islamic Republic because they feel
they don’'t have an alternative. If an aternative
would be created in the form of the west, they
would be happy to prove that their alliance with
Iran isonly atemporary expedient.

One problem with the negotiations is that the
Syrian government is opposed to making any
of the good-faith gestures that Israeli diplomats
and international observers are looking for.
They fear that if they start making gestures that
are important to the United States and Israel,
like returning the remains of the captured Is-
raeli spy Eli Cohen or cracking down on Hamas
and Hezbollah, they would have given up their
chipsin advance.

Another problem is the American perception
that Syriais aterror-state that should be further
isolated until it isbacked into acorner and either
changes its policies or changes its regime. Not
everyone in the US government feels this way,
but Israel is very sensitive to White House and
Pentagon opinion on this subject, especialy in
light of the assistance the US provided us dur-
ing the war with Hezbollah over the summer.

Regional considerations

Still, | think that the Syrian or Syrian-Leba-
nese option is viable at the moment, especially
because the possibility of launching official
peace negotiations with the Palestiniansis very
low, and secondly, the possibility of moving
unilaterally in the West Bank a la Sharon’s dis-
engagement, faces too many obstacles.

The situation inside the Palestinian territo-
ries is extremely complicated. They are split
down the middle, 50-50, between the secular
PLO that recognized Israel and the fundamen-
talist Hamas that is not even close to doing so.

And therift isso deep that serious

people are suggesting that talks to the Syrians
are even more important right now than talks
with the Palestinians.

The PLO people believe that if Syria can
be induced to change camps - from Iran to the
moderate Arab states and the US and Europe
- it would be a huge blow to Hamas. Syria's
decision to expel Hamas leader Khaled Mashal
from Damascus and to close militant training
camps in Syria would be a bigger blow to the
organization than Israel islikely to inflict on its
own. So progress on the Syria track can be a
way to improve the prospects for action on the
Palestinian front, as well.

Furthermore, an agreement with Syria could
dramatically improve Israel’s regional diplo-
matic position. Several countries in North Af-
rica and the Gulf have indicated that if Israel
can solve its problem with Syria, it will enable
some of them to resume the diplomatic relations
with Israel that were severed when the Intifada
broke out in 2000. Others might be willing to
establish diplomatic relations for the first time.
In addition, a peace agreement would probably
trigger peace talks with Lebanon.

This view has not gone unchallenged in Isra-
el. Some fear that progress with Syriawill fur-
ther complicate the situation with the Palestin-
ians because, with the Syrian threat neutralized,
Israel would be less likely to move forward to-
wards atwo-state solution to the conflict. With-
out a peace agreement with Palestinians, the
Arab-lsraeli conflict will continue.

But, in my view, the situation with the Pal-
estinians is much more complicated than the
situation with Syria. With Syria, we are deal-
ing with a simple territoria conflict. It's not a
matter of recognizing Israel (Syria has already
done this via their approval of the Arab league
Initiative), and unlike in the Palestinian territo-
ries, the government is relatively stable (it was
able to survive the incredible pressures brought
about by the Hariri crisis). A ded with Syriais
arelatively simple project.

How it will affect the region is hard to tell,
but thereislittle doubt that it would further iso-
late Iran. And it will create the possibility of
expanding the moderate camp in the Arab world
and of resuming or establishing diplomatic rela-
tions with three to five more Arab States.

| have no doubt that it's worth trying.
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Editorial

ACCOUNTING &
TAX SERVICES, INC.

11538 Lorain Avenue Suite §
Cleveland, Ohio 44111

Professional Tax Preparation
Ower 15 Years of Experlence

We Specialize in Income Tax
Preparation for...

- Corporate (1120, 1120-S, 1065)

- Small Business (Schedule C)

- Individual (1040, 1040A, 1040EZ,
1040-NR)
State & City Preparations Included

C Monthly Bookkeeping
C Payroll
Ask About Our
Friends & Family Referral Program

Receive up to $30 ofr
On Your Tax Preparation!

Call Abdullah Jordan at
216.251.2550
to Schedule an Appointment

abdullah__jordan®® yahoo.com

Office Hours During

Tax Season:
Monday - Friday &
Saturday

9AM - 9PM

Sunday
(By appointment only)

10AM - 7TPM

From Our Readers:

Dear Editor,

Thank you for discussing the issue of Jerusalem
inavery well thought-out strategy on how Jerusa-
lem should be a part of the world to run, through
the United Nations. You made some excellent
points in your editor’s thoughts section (March
2007 issue) - and | will do my best to spread
this idea through my church and my friends and
encourage all the readers of Al-Sahafa to do as
well, until our voices are heard loud and clear. Peace in the Middle East can only be
achieved with compromise and with the world sharing this Holy City and not through
violence.

* Annie Lindsdale (Youngstown, Ohio)

Arab League Summit Meeting

The expression after all the top Arab leaders meeting was
and till is ....” We have agreed not to disagree “ ...Looks
like Arabs will never agree among themselves..not just the
leaders!

Do some home work and search yourself to see when ever
the United Arab League has agreed on ANY THING in any of
their many meetings. Who do you blame?.. thisisthe million
dollar question!

(Egyptian-American Washington DC)

Dear Editor,

Thank you for highlighting a woman's natural
curves, with your “big hips arein for this season”
articlein your February 2007 issue, in the Fashion
Pages. | amalL atinawoman who lovesto express
my curvy-licious self, when | go out and join the
Cleveland scenes on the weekends. Men don't
like skinny women, how much longer dowehave
to put up with the world’s runway fashion mod-
els??? They're not real bodies, and they don’t
represent the majority and diversity of women
and their body shapes and curves. Thanks Al-
Sahafa, | love your fashion pages.

*Leslie Ramoz (Cleveland, Ohio)

WANTED:
COMMISSIONED
MARKETERS

Areyou a self-motivated person,

looking to make extra money?
WEell look no more! Call our office
today for more information;
(216) 688-0991
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Pear Cuz’'n Kadin

“shushed” within Arabic households.

Dear Palestinian:

WEell, it seems as if you haven't been with your
~ ~ girlfriend for nearly 8 years for nothing. And |
¥ honestly understand the tension between you and
your family members, but please don't rush into
things. There is nothing better than having some-
one's blessing and being in love, at the same time.
But this will be a group effort, in order for thisre-
|ationship to work.

First of al, you need to understand that you have
shocked your family in away you probably didn’t
realize. You told your family members about Jen-
nifer, only five months ago and went straight to the
issue of marriage. Of course they will be shocked
and initially speak what is on their minds. After
an eight year relationship, you didn’t choose to be
gradua when introducing Jennifer to your family.
What does this mean? Start now.

Basically, welcome Jennifer into your family,
without giving her the title of “future
wife.” You have known
her for awhile, but you
parents have not. Give

sometimefor dialogue,

gift-giving, conversa-
tion, and maybe even
heart-to-heart  talks.

Let Jennifer start off
as a family friend

and let things grow

from there, even
though you know
in your heart that
you deeply love
her. Have her
make an ethnic
dish for al of
you to eat or
something  of
that sort, and
see what hap-
pens. Or as
you put it,
describe how
similar Lat-
in-American
and Arab
cultures
are.

Each month, Al-Sahafa Newspaper will be presenting a sort of “Dear Abby” column, but with an
Arab American twist. Our very own, Cuz n Kadin (whom we will leave up to the readers imagina-
tion asto the gender of Cuz' n Kadin) will be answering and discussing many sensitive topics that are
rarely talked about, and deemed unworthy to discusswithin the Middle Eastern heritage. Each month,
Cuz n Kadin will be answering back readers cultural questions on “taboo topics’ that are so often

Readers, we encourage you to join our monthly “ Dear Cuz n Kadin” discussions by sending in your
guestions and issues that you or a friend may be going through. Whether it'san interracial dating or
arranged marriage issue, or a topic centering on sexual orientation, religious or cultural differences,
gender inequality in treatment- our very own Cuz n Kadin will be here to give you an ear and hope-

- fully enlighten the issue with a fresh perspective.
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Historically speaking, Latin-American and Arab
culture dates back to the eighty century when the
Moors conquered the Iberian Peninsula. There,
Muslims, Berbers, and Arabs influenced the area
which made it evident through the Spanish lan-
guage, music, food, and even architecture. Then
in 1492, ayear well-known to many people, Chris-
tians re-conquered their land, being Granada asthe
last Ilamic stronghold. And that was the same
here that famous explorer, Christopher Columbus
sailed to the new world and discovered what later
became, Latin-America. The “back and forth”
conquering of land may have changed things, but
custom and culture never did.

Even today, think about how Arabs and Latinos
share similar values and traditions, especialy do-
mestically. Both cultures value atight-knit family,
the father is usualy the authoritative figure, and
the mother passes down language, culture, and the
art of cooking from one generation to the next. So,
we may speak different languages and live in dif-
ferent hemispheres of the world, but our values
seem to be close and consistent.

Let us say that your family becomesin love with
your girlfriend and things work out. Great. But
let us also say that things may not be as smooth
assilk. Thisiswhen you may have to nudge abit
and explain that an “arranged marriage” is not for
you. Trust me, many people cringe when they hear
“arranged marriage.” Anyways, be tactful and re-
spectful. Let your parents know that your happi-
ness means your deeper love and respect for your
family. And tell them that no one deserves to feel
miserable years into a marriage, let alone an ar-
ranged one. If they get it, they getit. If not, again,
the ball is in your court. You know your family
better than | do, so work accordingly. Make the
right decision, but don’t overwhelm yourself. One
day at atime, one decision at atime. Best of luck.

Kadin

Readers, if you or someone you know are in
a situation, that is too sensitive to speak about
with friends and family — and are looking for a
bit of “ cousinly advice’, pleasefeel freeto email
me; In Attention to: KADIN at office@al-sa-
hafa.us. And for your confidentiality, address
your self whichever way you choose. You don’t
have to give us your name. I’ll be the person
who is willing to listen, when others are not.
And remember, you're never alone.
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On Israel, America and AIPAC | g

By George Soros

(Well-known investor, philanthropist,
and political activist. Net worth: $8.5
billion/ Forbes Magazine)

The Bush administration is once again in the pro-
cess of committing a major policy blunder in the
Middle East, one that isliable to have disastrous con-
sequences and is not receiving the attention it should.
Thistime it concerns the | sraeli—Palestinian relation-
ship. The Bush administration is actively supporting
the Israeli government in its refusal to recognize a
Palestinian unity government that includes Hamas,
which the US State Department considers a terrorist
organization. This precludes any progress toward a
peace settlement at a time when progress on the Pal-
estinian problem could help avert a conflagration in
the greater Middle East.

The United States and Israel seek to deal only with
the president of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud
Abbeas, in the hope that new elections would deny
Hamas the majority it now hasin the Palestinian Leg-
islative Council. This is a hopeless strategy because
Hamas has said it would boycott early elections, and
even if their outcome would result in Hamas's exclu-
sion from the government, no peace agreement would
hold without Hamas's support.

In the meantime Saudi Arabiais pursuing a differ-
ent path. In a February summit in Mecca between
Mahmoud Abbas and Hamas |leader Khaled Mashaal,
the Saudi government worked out an agreement be-
tween Hamas and Fatah, which have been clashing
violently, to form a national unity government. Ac-
cording to the Mecca accord, Hamas has agreed “to
respect internationa resolutions and the agreements
[with Israel] signed by the Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganization,” including the Oslo Accords. According
to press reports on March 15, the new government,
like the present one, will be headed by Ismail Haniya,
the Hamas prime minister, but Hamas will get nine
of the government’s twenty-four ministries, as well
as an additional minister without portfolio; President
Abbas and his Fatah party will control six ministries,
and independent representatives—some said to be un-
der the control of Hamas or Fatah—and other politi-
cal factionswill fill the nine remaining ministries.The
Saudi government views this accord as the prelude to
the offer of a peace settlement with Israel, along the
lines of the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative, a settlement to
be guaranteed by Saudi Arabia and other Arab coun-

tries, based on the 1967 borders and full recognition
of lsrael. The offer was meant to be elaborated by
Saudi King Abdullah at the Arab League meeting to
be hosted by Saudi Arabia at the end of March. But
no progress is possible as long as the Bush admin-
istration and the Ehud Olmert government persist in
their current position of refusing to recognize a unity
government that includes Hamas. The recent meeting
between Condoleezza Rice, Abbas, and Olmert turned
into an empty formality.

Many of the causes of the current impasse go back
to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s decision to
withdraw from the Gaza Strip unilaterally, without
negotiating with the then-Fatah-controlled Palestinian
Authority. This strengthened the position of Hamas.
In the run-up to the January 2006 Palestinian legisla-
tive elections, Sharon refused to lift a finger to help
Fatah's prospects. At the behest of the Quartet—the
European Union, the United States, Russia, and the
United Nations—James Wolfensohn worked out a
six-point plan to assist the inhabitants of the Gaza
Strip; among other things, it called for facilitating
traffic between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and
opening a port and an airport in the Gaza Strip. But
not one of the six points was implemented. The Bush
administration’s official in charge, Elliot Abrams,
sabotaged the six-point plan from itsinception. Partly
as a consequence, Hamas won the elections in an up-
set victory.

Then came the blunder | am talking about. Israel,
with the strong backing of the United States, refused
to recognize the democratically elected Hamas gov-
ernment and withheld payment of the millionsin tax-
es collected by the Israglis on its behalf. This caused
great economic hardship and undermined the ability
of the government to function. But it did not reduce
popular support for Hamas among Palestinians, and it
reinforced the position of Islamic and other extremists
who oppose negotiationswith Israel. The situation de-
teriorated to the point where Palestine no longer had
an authority with whom it would have been possible
for Israel to negotiate.

This was a blunder because Hamas is not mono-
lithic. Its inner structure is little known to outsiders
but according to some reports it has a military wing,
largely directed from Damascus, which is beholden to
its Syrian and Iranian sponsors and a political wing
which is more responsive to the needs of the Palestin-
ian population that elected it to power. If Israel had

accepted the results

of the election, that
might have strength-
ened the more mod-
erate political wing.
Unfortunately  the
ideology of the“war
on terror” does not
permit such subtle
distinctions. Never-
theless, subsequent
events provide some
ground for believing
that Hamas has been
divided  between
different tendencies.
It was not willing to
go so far as to rec-
ognize the existence
of lsrael but it was
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The bygone years of America being the peace broker between the Israelis and Palestinians.

prepared to enter into a government of national unity
which would have abided by the existing agreements
with Israel. No sooner was agreement reached than the
military wing engineered the kidnapping of an Isragli
soldier, Corporal Gilad Shalit, which had the effect
of preventing such a government from being formed
by provoking a heavy-handed military response from
Israel. Hezbollah then used the opportunity to stage
an incursion from Lebanon across the internationally
recognized border, kidnapping several more Isragli
soldiers. Despite a disproportionate response by Is-
rael, Hezbollah was able to stand its ground, thereby
gaining the admiration of the Arab masses, whether
Sunni or Shia

It was this dangerous state of affairs—including the
breakdown of government in Palestine and fighting
between Fatah and Hamas—that prompted the Saudi
initiative, which holds out the prospect of a peace
settlement. Such a settlement would be very much in
theinterests of Israel and the United States.

Defenders of the current policy would argue that
Israel cannot afford to negotiate from a position of
wesakness. But Israel’s position is unlikelyto improve
aslong asit pursues its present course of military es-
calation. Fortunately Saudi Arabia, whose position is
also precarious, has a genuine interest in promoting
a settlement based on two states. It would be tragic
to miss out on that prospect, which would mean both
withdrawa from large parts of the West Bank by
the Israelis, so that a workable Palestinian state can
take power, and acceptance of Israel’s existence by
Hamas. The outlines of such a settlement are quite
well defined. The underlying concepts are not materi-
dly different from what they were during President
Clinton’stime.

The most potent threat comes from Iran. Movement
toward a settlement in Palestine would be helpful in
confronting that threat. But both Israel and the United
States seem to be frozen in their unwillingness to
negotiate with a Palestinian Authority that includes
Hamas. The sticking point is Hamas's unwillingness
to recognize the existence of Isragl; but that could be
made a condition for an eventual settlement rather
than a precondition for negotiations.[1]

The current policy is not even questioned in the
United States. While other problem areas of the Mid-
dle East are freely discussed, criticism of our policies
toward Israel is very muted indeed. The debate in Is-
rael about Isragli policy ismuch more open and vigor-
ousthan in the United States. Thisisall the morere-
markable because Palestine is the issue that more than
any other currently divides the United States from
Europe. Some European governments, according to
reports, would like to end the economic boycott of
Hamas once aunity government is successfully estab-
lished. But the US has said it would not.

Oneexplanationisto befoundinthepervasiveinflu-
ence of theAmerican Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC), which strongly affects both the Democratic
and the Republican parties.[2] AIPAC's mission isto
ensure American support for Israel but in recent years
it has overreached itself. It became closely allied with
the neocons and was an enthusiastic supporter of the
invasion of Irag. It actively lobbied for the confirma-
tion of John Bolton as US ambassador to the United
Nations. It continues to oppose any dialogue with a
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Palestinian government that includes Hamas. More
recently, it was among the pressure groups that pre-
vailed upon the Democratic House leadership to drop
the requirement that the President obtain congres-
sional approval before taking military action against
Iran. AIPAC under its current leadership has clearly
exceeded its mission, and far from guaranteeing Isra-
el’s existence, has endangered it.

The Palestine problem does not have a purely mili-
tary solution. Military superiority is necessary for
Israel’s national security, but it is not sufficient. The
solution has to be palitical, as President Clinton rec-
ognized. He exerted enormous energy to bring about
a peace settlement and his efforts were so success-
ful that it took the murder of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin in 1995 by an Israeli extremist to prevent an
Israeli peace initiative with Arafat from being imple-
mented. Even after Ariel Sharon’swalk on the Temple
Mount in September 2000 set off new violence, Clin-
ton offered a peace deal several months later that was
rejected by Arafat but probably suggests the shape of
afuture settlement.

President Bush has never tried. He has adopted the
misleading metaphor of the war on terror and allowed
Ariel Sharon to have his way. Sharon did not want
a negotiated settlement. He came to realize that the
military occupation could not be maintained forever
and withdrew from Gaza, in part, it has been argued,
to strengthen the Israeli position on the West Bank.
But unilateral withdrawal led to the current chain of
events. The Bush administration did not just passively
acquiesce in the Sharon/ Olmert government’s poli-
cies; it actively encouraged them. AIPAC must bear
its share of responsibility for aiding and abetting
policies such as Israel’s heavy-handed response to
Hezbollah last summer and its insistence on treating
Hamas only as aterrorist organization.

The current policy of not seeking apolitical solution
but pursuing military escalation—not just an eye for
an eye but roughly speaking ten Palestinian lives for
every |sraeli one—has reached a particularly danger-
ous point. After the Israel Defense Forces' retaliation
against Lebanon’s road system, airport, and other in-
frastructure one must wonder what could be the next
step for the Isragli forces. Iran poses a more potent
danger to Israel than either Hamas or Hezbollah,
which are Iran’s clients. There is the growing danger
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Israel, cont’d from page 23

of aregional conflagration in which Israel and the US
could well be on the losing side. With the ability of
Hezbollah to withstand the Israeli onslaught and the
rise of Iran as a prospective nuclear power, Israel’s
existence is more endangered than at any time since
its birth.

Supporters
of Israel have
good  reason
to  question ||
AIPAC's advo- [fj %
cacy and they [|
have begun to
do so. But in- |
stead of engag- |§
ing in critical
self-examina-
tion, AIPAC
remans  in-
transigent.
Recently, the
pro-lsrael lob-
by has gone on the offensive, accusing the so-called
progressive critics of Israel’s policies of fomenting
anti-Semitism and endangering the very existence of
the Jewish state.

The case against those who disagree with Israel’'s
current policy is spelled out in detail by Alvin H.
Rosenfeld in a pamphlet published by the American
Jewish Committee.[3] After reviewing the rise of new
anti-Semitic currents, particularly intheMuslimworld
and Europe, Rosenfeld equates anti-Semitism with
anti-Zionism and asserts that Jewish critics of Isragli
policies reinforce both. He acknowledges that criti-
cism by itself is not anti-Semitic; indeed, he writes,
“the biblical prophets stood on the side of justice and
were never hesitant to denounce their people’'s behav-
ior when they saw it deviating from the standards of
justice.” But, he contends, “to condemn Israeli actions
and, at the same time, to forego any realistic historical
and political frameworks that might account for such
actions’ is not acceptable. The use of “exaggerated
and defamatory terms,” he writes, renders Israel in-
distinguishable from the “despised country regularly
denounced by the most impassioned anti-Semites.”

To call Israel aNazi state...or to accuse it of South
African-style apartheid rule or engaging in ethnic
cleansing or wholesale genocide goes well beyond
legitimate criticism.

To talk about victimsturning into aggressorsfallsin
hisview in the same category.

To buttress his case, Rosenfeld examines the writ-
ings of a number of critics. In particular, he focuses
on a collection of essays whose authors, in his own
judgment, make Noam Chomsky appear as an “al-
most conservative thinker,” but the list also includes
Tony Judt, a distinguished historian, whose crime
consists of suggesting a possible binational solution
for Israel, and Richard Cohen, a Washington Post col-
umnist, who wrote, among other things, that the “ san-
est choice for Israel isto pull back to defensible—but
hardly injurious—borders’ and to get out “of most of
the West Bank”—a policy often advocated in |srael
itself. Rosenfeld resorts, without any personal know!-
edge of the people he attacks, to primitive accusations
of self-hatred, lumping all these critics together as
people who are “proud to be ashamed to be Jews.”
He concludes that “the cumulative effect of these
hostile ideas, which have been moving steadily from
the margins to the mainstream of ‘progressive’ opin-
ion, has been to reenergize ugly ideas and aggressive
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passions long considered dormant, if not dead,” i.e.,
anti-Semitism.

Rosenfeld’'s argument suffers from at least three
elementary errors in reasoning. The first is guilt by
association. The fact that constructive critics of Israel
say things that, when taken out of context or para-
« Phrased in provocative
& ways, can be made to
di); sound similar to the

comments of anti-
Semites does not make
them anti-Semitic or
supporters of anti-Sem-
itism in any way. Sec-
ond, there is a lack of
factua evidence. Are
the expressions used by
the criticsreally “exag-
gerated and defama-
tory”? That depends on
the facts. What is the
more appropriate term,
“Israel’s still incomplete security fence” or “an Apart-
heid Wall?" That can be determined only by consider-
ing the actual impact thewall is having on the lives of
the Palestinians, a subject ignored by Rosenfeld and
AIPAC.

Third, the professed respect for criticism is a sham
when it is not permitted “to condemn Isragli actions
and, at the sametime, to forego any realistic historical
and political frameworks that might account for such
actions.” As presented by Rosenfeld, thisformulaim-
pliesthat Israel’s actions have to be justified, right or
wrong. The appeal to a“redistic framework” aimsto
rationalize the Israeli position. Criticism ought to be
considered on its merits and not by any other yard-
stick. Suppressing criticism when it is deemed to be
unpatriotic has been immensely harmful both in the
caseof Israel and theUnited States. It hasallowed the
Bush administration and the Sharon/ Olmert govern-
ment to pursue disastrous policies.

The pro-Israel lobby has been remarkably success-
ful in suppressing criticism.[4] Politicianschallengeit
at their peril because of thelobby’sability to influence
political contributions. When Howard Dean called
for an evenhanded policy toward Israel in 2004, his
chances of getting the nomination were badly dam-
aged (athough it was his attempt, after his defeat in
lowa, to shout above the crowd that sealed his fate).
Academics had their advancement blocked and think-
tank experts their fund-
ing withdrawn when they
stepped too far out of line.
Following his criticism of
repressive Israeli  policy
on the West Bank, former
president Jimmy Carter
has suffered the loss of
some of thefinancial back-
ersof his center.
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Anybody who daresto
dissent may be subjected to a campaign of personal
vilification. | speak from personal experience. Ever
since | participated in a meeting discussing the need
for voicing alternative views, atorrent of slanders has
been released including the false accusation in The
New Republic that | was a“young cog in the Hitlerite
wheel” at the age of thirteen when my father arranged
afalse identity to save my life and | accompanied an
official of the Ministry of Agriculture, posing as his

godson, when he was taking the inventory of a Jewish
estate.[5]

AIPAC is protected not only by the fear of personal
retaliation but also by a genuine concern for the secu-
rity and survival of Israel. Both considerations have
a solid foundation in reality. The same two factors
were at play in the United States after September 11
when President Bush declared war on terror. For eigh-
teen months thereafter it was considered unpatriotic
to criticize his policies. That is what allowed him to
commit one of the greatest blundersin American his-
tory, the invasion of Irag. But at that time the threat
to our national security was greatly exaggerated by
the Bush administration. Condoleezza Rice and Vice
President Dick Cheney went so far asto warn that the
threat would manifest itself in theform of amushroom
cloud. In the case of Israel today the threat to national
security, even national survival, ismuch morereal. Is-
rael needs the support of the United States more than
ever. Is this the right time to expose AIPAC's heavy
influence in American politics? | believe this consid-
eration holds back many people who are critical of
theway AIPAC conductsits business. While the other
architects of the Bush administration’s failed policies
have been relentlessly exposed, AIPAC continues to
be surrounded by awall of silence.

| am not insensitive to this argument. It has held me
back from criticizing Israeli policiesin the past. | am
not aZionist, nor am| amapracticing Jew, but | havea
great deal of sympathy for my fellow Jews and a deep
concern for the survival of Israel. | did not want to
provide fodder to the enemies of Isragl. | rationalized
my position by saying that if | wanted to voice critical
views, | ought to moveto Isragl. But since there were
many Israelis who held such views my voice was not
needed, and | had many other battles to fight.

But now | have to ask the question: How did Israel
become so endangered? | cannot exempt AIPAC from
its share of the responsibility. | am a fervent advo-
cate of critical thinking. | have supported dissidents
in many countries. | took a stand against President
Bush when he said that those who don’t support his
policies are supporting the terrorists. | cannot remain
silent now when the pro-Israel lobby is one of the last
unexposed redoubts of this dogmatic way of thinking.
| speak out with some trepidation because | am expos-
ing myself to further attacks that are likely to render
me less effective in pursuing many other causes in
which | am engaged; but dissidents | have supported
have taken far greater risks.

| am not sufficiently
engaged in Jewish af-
fairsto be involved in the
reform of AIPAC; but |
must speak out in favor
of the critical process that
is at the heart of our open
society. | believe that a
much-needed self-exami-
nation of American policy

in the Middle East has

started in this country;
but it can't make much headway as long as AIPAC
retains powerful influence in both the Democratic and
Republican parties. Some leaders of the Democratic
Party have promised to bring about a change of direc-
tion but they cannot deliver on that promise until they
are able to resist the dictates of AIPAC. Palestineisa
place of critical importance where positive change is
still possible. Iragislargely beyond our control; but if
we succeeded in settling the Palestinian problem we

would be in a much better position to engage in ne-
gotiations with Iran and extricate ourselves from Irag.
The need for a peace settlement in Palestine is greater
than ever. Both for the sake of Israel and the United
States, it is highly desirable that the Saudi peace ini-
tiative should succeed; but AIPAC stands in the way.
It continues to oppose dealing with a Palestinian gov-
ernment that includes Hamas.

Whether the Democratic Party can liberate itself
from AIPAC's influence is highly doubtful. Any poli-
tician who dares to expose AIPAC's influence would
incur its wrath; so very few can be expected to do
so. It is up to the American Jewish community itself
to rein in the organization that claims to represent it.
But this is not possible without first disposing of the
most insidious argument put forward by the defend-
ers of the current policies: that the critics of Israel’s
policies of occupation, control, and repression on the
West Bank and in East Jerusalem and Gaza engender
anti-Semitism.

The oppositeisthe case. One of the myths propagat-
ed by the enemies of Isragl isthat thereis an all-pow-
erful Zionist conspiracy. That is a false accusation.
Nevertheless, that AIPAC has been so successful in
suppressing criticism has lent some credence to such
false beliefs. Demolishing the wall of silence that has
protected AIPAC would help lay them to rest. A de-
bate within the Jewish community, instead of foment-
ing anti-Semitism, would only help diminish it.

Anticipating attacks, | should like to emphasize that
| do not subscribe to the myths propagated by enemies
of Israel and | am not blaming Jews for anti-Semi-
tism. Anti-Semitism predates the birth of Israel. Nei-
ther Israel’s policies nor the critics of those policies
should be held responsible for anti-Semitism. At the
sametime, | do believethat attitudes toward |srael are
influenced by Isragl’s policies, and attitudes toward
the Jewish community are influenced by the pro-Is-
rael lobby’s success in suppressing divergent views.

—March 15, 2007

Notes

[1] As the highly respected Israeli writer David
Grossman, whose son was killed fighting in Lebanon,
commented on March 11, “In the present situation
any sort of dialogue between Israel and Palestinians
is positive and has the potential to change the state of
mind of both societies.”

[2] It is not the only one. In a letter to the Jewish
citizens in America, Jimmy Carter wrote that “the
overwhelming bias for Israel comes from Christians
like me who have been taught to honor and protect
God's chosen people from among whom came our
own savior, Jesus Christ.”

[3] Alvin H. Rosenfeld, “’Progressive’ Jewish
Thought and the New Anti-Semitism” (American
Jewish Committee, 2006).

[4] See Michael Massing, “The Storm Over the Is-
rael Lobby,” The New York Review, June 8, 2006.

[5] See the article by Martin Peretz, “ Tyran-a-So-
ros,” The New Republic, February 12, 2007.
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